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The 2025 Nigeria Inter-
national Energy Sum-
mit (NIES) has indeed 

come to a close, leaving a 
lasting impact on the energy 
sector. The event, which took 
place from February 24-27 in 
Abuja, brought together over 
6,000 delegates, including 

M.B. Usman, FNIPR, FIMC
008mbu@gmail.com

has lived up to its expecta-
tions, providing a platform 
for stakeholders to engage in 
meaningful discussions and 
forge strategic partnerships. 

Yours sincerely, Valuec-
hain was there as one of 
the event's media partners. 
Therefore, we have put to-
gether reports from the event 
for our reading public, espe-
cially those who were not 
able to grace the event. 

Apart from reports from 
NIES, we also have in this edi-
tion many interesting articles, 
features and interview cover-
ing the subject of energy and 
other linkage sectors for your 
reading pleasure. Thank you, 
as usual, for your time and 
trust.

ministers, industry leaders, 
and investors.

The summit's theme, 
"Bridging Continents: Con-
necting Investors Worldwide 
with Africa's Energy Poten-
tial," was aptly chosen, giv-
en Africa's signifi cant role in 
global energy security. The 
event showcased Africa's 
readiness for large-scale in-
vestments in conventional 
and renewable energy. 

Although President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu was repre-
sented by the State Minister 
of Finance, the list of VIPs 
in attendance was impres-
sive. The summit facilitated 
signifi cant agreements and 
partnerships between multi-
nationals and local players, 
setting the stage for future 
collaborations. 

Some of the notable speak-
ers at the event included Sen-
ator Heineken Lokpobiri, Hon-
ourable Minister of State for 
Petroleum Resources (Oil), 
and Ekperikpe Ekpo, Honour-
able Minister of State for Pe-
troleum Resources (Gas). 

Overall, the 2025 NIES 
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As the world grapples with 
the challenges of climate 
change, a contentious de-

bate has emerged between Afri-
can nations and their European 
counterparts. At the heart of 
this dispute lies the issue of en-
ergy development, with African 
nations seeking to exploit their 
fossil fuel resources to drive eco-
nomic growth, while European 
nations, as high emitters, urge 
them to transition to renewable 
energy sources.

According to the Internation-
al Energy Agency (IEA), Africa 
accounts for only 3% of global 
carbon emissions, despite being 
home to 17% of the world's pop-
ulation. In contrast, the Europe-
an Union (EU) is responsible for 
10% of global emissions, with 
the United States contributing a 
staggering 14%. These statistics 
underscore the disproportionate 
burden of climate change miti-
gation efforts placed on African 
nations.

Africa’s Case Vs High Emitters
African countries argue that 

they need to exploit their fossil 
fuel resources to achieve eco-
nomic development and indus-
trialization, just as European 
nations did during their own 
development phases. Nigeria, 
for example, has an estimated 
37 billion barrels of oil reserves, 
while Tanzania boasts an esti-
mated 55 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas reserves. Harnessing 
these resources could provide a 
signifi cant boost to their econo-
mies.

African nations point fi ngers 

at high carbon emitters like the 
United States, China, and the Eu-
ropean Union, accusing them of 
shirking responsibility for glob-
al warming. On the other hand, 
these industrialized nations 
often counter by highlighting 
the current emissions trends in 
rapidly developing economies. 
The question remains: Is this 
blame game helping or hindering 
the global fi ght against climate 
change?  The climate crisis ne-

cessitates a rapid transition to 
cleaner energy sources. The IEA 
estimates that to limit global 
warming to 1.5°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels, the world must 
reduce carbon emissions by 45% 
by 2030 and achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050. African na-
tions, therefore, face a daunting 
challenge: balancing their de-
velopment aspirations with the 
need to mitigate climate change.

The recent COP29 conference 
highlighted the complexities of 
this issue. African nations, led by 
the African Union, emphasized 
the need for a just and equita-
ble transition to cleaner energy 
sources. They argued that de-
veloped nations must provide 
signifi cant fi nancial and techno-
logical support to enable African 
countries to leapfrog to cleaner 
energy sources.

Executive Chairman of the Af-
rican Energy Chamber, N.J Ayuk, 
noted during the African Energy 

Th e Great Energy Dilemma: Africa's Quest for 
Development Amidst Energy Transition Advocacy

By Patience Chat Moses
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"Africa needs to devel-
op its energy resources 

to meet the needs of 
its growing population 
and economy. We can-
not afford to leave our 

resources in the ground 
while our people suffer 
from energy poverty."

5

02:25



Industry

Week 2024 in Cape Town, South 
Africa, "Africa needs to develop 
its energy resources to meet the 
needs of its growing population 
and economy. We cannot afford 
to leave our resources in the 
ground while our people suffer 
from energy poverty."

Equatorial Guinea's Ex-Minis-
ter of Mines and Hydrocarbons, 
Gabriel Obiang Lima, echoed this 
sentiment, stating, "We need to 
find a balance between our eco-
nomic development and envi-
ronmental concerns. We cannot 
sacrifice our economic growth 
for the sake of climate change 
mitigation."

Nigeria's Minister of State for 
Petroleum Resources (Gas), Hon. 
Ekperikpe Ekpo, emphasized the 
importance of natural gas in Af-
rica's energy transition, saying, 
"Natural gas is a cleaner-burning 
fuel that can help reduce our car-
bon footprint. We need to invest 
in gas infrastructure to meet our 
energy needs and reduce our re-
liance on fossil fuels, adding that 
African Nations be allowed to 
transition at their own pace.

What Next?
As global temperatures climb 

and extreme weather events be-
come more frequent, tensions are 
mounting. Developing nations, 
particularly those in the Global 
South, argue that they are dispro-
portionately affected by climate 
change despite contributing the 
least to global emissions. Africa 
is at the heat of advocacies. It 
has to struggle to balance its de-
velopment aspirations with the 
need to mitigate climate change. 
Throwing shades will not bring 
a solution to the climate change 
issues. Solutions will come when 
all nations join forces to walk 
together. High-income coun-
tries must fulfil and exceed their 
pledge of $100 billion annually 
to help developing nations adapt 
to and mitigate climate change. 
Collaborative efforts in clean 

energy technology transfer and 
capacity building can create mu-
tual benefits, reducing emissions 
while supporting development. 
Instead of throwing blame at 
each other, world energy lead-
ers should sponsor research on 
possible means of cleaning the 
ozone layer. This will allow de-
veloping countries to continue 
with exploration activities with-
out environmental hazards lin-
gering. While historical emitters 
must take the lead in cutting 
emissions, emerging economies 
should adopt sustainable path-
ways, supported by international 
partnerships. The focus should 
shift from apportioning blame 
to enabling equitable solutions. 
Countries in vulnerable regions 
like Africa, the Pacific Islands, 
and South Asia must unify their 
voices to demand actionable 
commitments, ensuring that 
their unique challenges are ad-
dressed.

Investing in renewable ener-
gy sources like solar, wind, and 
hydropower can reduce depen-
dence on fossil fuels. Although 
leaders in Africa’s energy argue 
that renewable energy sources 
cannot power and sustain the in-
dustrial development that awaits 
African countries. The Secretary 
General of the African Petro-
leum Producers’ Organization 
once asked if solar panels and 
windmills were the forces behind 
Europe and America’s develop-
ment. Integrating renewables 
however will lower emission 
rates to some extent.

Forging ahead to resolving the 
great energy dilemma facing Af-
rica requires a collective effort, 
acknowledging the historical 
responsibilities of high-emitting 
nations and supporting African 
nations in their development as-
pirations while promoting sus-
tainable and equitable solutions 
that benefit humanity and the 
planet. 

NJ Ayuk

Gabriel Obiang Lima

Hon. Ekperikpe Ekpo
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The Nigerian petroleum sector, a 
vital engine of the nation’s econ-
omy, has come under renewed 

scrutiny following reports of non-re-
mittance of $1.6 billion in royalties by 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Com-
pany Limited (NNPC). The probe—initi-
ated by the House of Representatives 
Committee on Public Accounts—
stems from an Auditor-General report 
that flagged serious discrepancies in 
handling funds owed to the Federa-
tion. This investigation, now ongoing 
through 2025, sheds a harsh light on 
the accountability, transparency, and 
governance challenges that under-
mine public trust and economic sta-
bility in Nigeria’s oil and gas industry.

In this article, we delve into the 
details of the investigation, and the 
structural issues that have contrib-
uted to this scenario, and propose 
concrete solutions aimed at restoring 
financial integrity and bolstering the 
sector’s sustainability.

Contextualizing the Petroleum Sec-
tor in Nigeria

Nigeria’s oil and gas industry has 
long been at the heart of its economy, 
contributing significantly to govern-
ment revenues and foreign exchange 
earnings. Over the decades, the sector 
has grown complex, involving numer-
ous stakeholders including state-run 
entities, international oil companies, 
regulatory bodies, and government 
institutions responsible for revenue 
management. At the centre of this 
network is the Nigerian National Pe-
troleum Company Limited (NNPC), 
which plays a dual role: managing 
petroleum resources while engaging 
in financial transactions that should, 
under ideal circumstances, enrich the 
nation’s coffers.

The Role and Responsibilities of 
NNPC

NNPC is tasked with the manage-
ment of crude oil and gas entitlements 
on behalf of the government. Among 

its responsibilities is the remittance 
of royalties collected from oil compa-
nies to the Federation Account. These 
royalties form a critical component 
of Nigeria’s fiscal revenues. However, 
the recent allegations suggest that a 
significant sum—$1.6 billion—is yet to 
be remitted, thereby questioning the 
company’s compliance with its fidu-

ciary duties.
Royalties are more than just a rev-

enue stream; they are the financial 
backbone that supports key govern-
ment initiatives, including infrastruc-
ture development, healthcare, educa-
tion, and security. When large sums 
remain unremitted, the ripple effects 
can stall priority projects and erode 
public trust in the management of 
national resources. The allegations 
against NNPC, therefore, carry broad-
er implications for national develop-
ment and fiscal governance.

Dissecting the Controversy: What 
Lies Behind the $1.6 Billion?

The investigation by the House of 
Representatives Committee on Pub-
lic Accounts emerged after the Audi-
tor-General for the Federation raised 
red flags concerning discrepancies in 
the remittance of funds by both NNPC 
and the oil companies. The core of the 
controversy revolves around several 
key points:

Allegations of Non-Remittance
As per the Auditor-General’s report, 

NNPC, alongside several oil compa-
nies, allegedly failed to remit royalties 
amounting to $1.6 billion by the end 
of 2021. These funds were meant to 
be transferred into the Federation Ac-
count to honour obligations stipulated 
under the Production Sharing Con-

By William Emmanuel Ukpoju

Uncovering the Nexus of Non-Remittance: 
Implications and Solutions in Nigeria’s 

Petroleum Sector

Industry

This comprehensive 
feature underscores that 

the challenges high-
lighted by the probe into 

NNPC are not isolated 
incidents but part of a 
systemic problem re-

quiring immediate and 
decisive action. The 

proposed measures, if 
implemented effectively, 

could not only recover 
lost funds but also usher 
in a new era of transpar-

ency and efficiency in 
Nigeria’s management of 

its natural resources. 
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tract, the Repayment Agreement, and 
the Modified Carry Arrangement. The 
non-remittance suggests that there 
could be systemic issues in the track-
ing, accounting, or even intentional 
misappropriation of funds.

The Complexity of Financial Claims
The investigation also revealed that 

NNPC’s claims against the Federation 
have ballooned to N1.9 trillion. This 
staggering figure points to a convolut-
ed financial relationship between the 
government and the company, raising 
questions about the reconciliation 
process of such claims. With the rec-
onciliation process still ongoing and 
under the supervision of high-rank-
ing officials including the Honourable 
Minister of Finance and Coordinating 
Minister of the Economy, it is evident 
that the stakes are high and the need 
for clarity is urgent.

Justifications and Explanations from 
NNPC Leadership

In response to the mounting que-
ries, the NNPC Group Chief Executive 
Officer (GCEO), represented by the 
Chief Financial Officer Dapo Segun, 
offered explanations. According to the 
CFO, part of the funds in question had 
been appropriated for government 
priority projects (GPP) and subsiding 
funding. He clarified that these de-
ductions were based on entitlements 
from crude oil and gas revenues and 
that no such deductions were made in 
2023 and 2024—pending the passage 
of the Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) by 
the National Assembly. This response, 
however, has not assuaged the con-
cerns of lawmakers and the general 
public, who demand a clear and trans-
parent reconciliation of all accounts.

What are the Implications of the 
Non-Remittance Allegations?

The revelations surrounding the 
non-remittance of royalties have 
significant implications on multiple 
fronts: economic, governance, regu-
latory, and social. Below, we explore 
these dimensions in detail.

Economic Ramifications
The most direct impact of failing 

to remit the $1.6 billion in royalties is 
on the federal government’s revenue. 
This shortfall affects the budgetary 
allocation for critical public services 
and infrastructure projects. When 
anticipated revenues do not materi-
alize, government programs suffer, 

leading to potential deficits in key sec-
tors such as health, education, and 
transportation. The resultant effect is 
borne by the average Nigerian citizen, 
who relies majorly on the government 
for their socio-economic well-being.   

In the same way, transparency and 
accountability in financial dealings are 
prerequisites for attracting both local 
and foreign investments. Persistent 
discrepancies and allegations of mis-
management within a major state-run 
entity like NNPC can undermine inves-
tor confidence, thereby impacting the 
broader business environment and the 
overall economic climate.

Additionally, Nigeria’s fiscal frame-
work depends heavily on oil revenues. 
Any disruption or mismanagement in 
this area could lead to instability in the 
country’s financial planning and execu-
tion. The inability to accurately reconcile 
and account for billions of dollars may 
hinder the government’s ability to imple-
ment long-term economic policies and 
developmental projects.

Governance and Accountability Con-
cerns

The allegations bring to the forefront 
the critical issue of transparency in 
the management of public resources. 
A lack of clear documentation and ac-
countability mechanisms can lead to 
an erosion of public trust. This scenario 
emphasizes the urgent need for robust 
governance frameworks that can en-
sure every naira is accounted for.

The sizeable amount involved in 
this probe inevitably raises suspicions 
of corruption or deliberate misman-
agement. Let’s presume that some 
part of the money was used for gov-

ernment projects, the opaque recon-
ciliation process and the significant 
outstanding claims indicate systemic 
issues that could be exploited by cor-
rupt practices. Strengthening internal 
controls and auditing processes is es-
sential to prevent such eventualities.

Regulatory and Legislative Implica-
tions

The Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) 
is central to reforming Nigeria’s oil 
and gas sector. One of the key points 
raised by the NNPC CFO was that 
deductions for government priority 
projects were suspended pending 
the passage of the PIA. The delay or 
inefficiencies in implementing this 
legislation directly affect revenue 
management and accountability. An 
effectively implemented PIA could 
introduce standardized procedures 
for fund remittance, clear timelines 
for reconciliation, and robust mecha-
nisms for accountability.

Eventually, the probe has seen the 
involvement of several key stakehold-
ers, including the Accountant General 
of the Federation, the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), the Nigeria Extractive 
Industries Transparency Initiative 
(NEITI), the Ministry of Finance, the 
Revenue Mobilization Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission (RMAFC), the Bu-
reau of Public Procurement (BPP), 
and the Federal Inland Revenue Ser-
vice (FIRS). While such multi-agency 
oversight is commendable, it also un-
derscores the complexity of ensuring 
regulatory compliance in a sector as 
intricate as oil and gas.

Deep-Dive Analysis: The Mechanics 
of Financial Discrepancies

Understanding the underlying 
mechanisms that have allowed such 
discrepancies to occur is essential in 
formulating lasting solutions. The fi-
nancial practices within the petroleum 
sector involve a web of contractual 
obligations, revenue-sharing agree-
ments, and deductions earmarked 
for various government projects. The 
following aspects warrant closer ex-
amination:

Contractual Complexities
The royalties in question are part 

of agreements stipulated in produc-
tion-sharing contracts (PSCs) and 
repayment agreements. These con-
tracts are designed to balance the 
interests of the government and the 
oil companies. However, when the cal-

Industry

In the same way, transpar-
ency and accountability in 

financial dealings are prereq-
uisites for attracting both lo-
cal and foreign investments. 
Persistent discrepancies and 

allegations of mismanage-
ment within a major state-

run entity like NNPC can un-
dermine investor confidence, 
thereby impacting the broad-
er business environment and 
the overall economic climate.
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culation of royalties or deductions be-
comes convoluted, it creates opportu-
nities for discrepancies. The alleged 
$1.6 billion non-remittance may partly 
result from ambiguities in interpreting 
these contractual terms.

Modified Carry Arrangement
The Modified Carry Arrangement 

further complicates the financial land-
scape. Under this arrangement, the 
allocation of costs and revenues can 
become blurred, making it difficult 
to track the precise flow of funds. In 
such an environment, clear account-
ing practices become paramount, and 
any lapse in transparency can have 
far-reaching consequences.

Therefore, the reconciliation pro-
cess between the Federation and 
NNPC is crucial to resolving these 
financial discrepancies. However, as 
of December 31, 2024, the reconcili-
ation remains incomplete, adding to 
the uncertainty surrounding the true 
financial position of the state-run enti-
ty. The oversight by high-level govern-
ment officials is intended to ensure 
that all figures are accurately tallied 
and any outstanding debts are clear-
ly identified. However, delays in this 
process risk leaving significant funds 
unaccounted for, thereby undermining 
confidence in the system.

The explanation that part of the 
funds was diverted to government 
priority projects (GPP) and subsidized 
funding introduces another layer of 
complexity. While it is not uncommon 
for governments to earmark revenues 
for developmental projects, the lack 
of transparency in how these alloca-
tions are recorded and reported can 
obscure the true financial status of 
the entity involved. This situation is 
further compounded by the condition-
al nature of these deductions—contin-
gent on legislative approval through 
the PIA.

The Broader Implications for Nige-
ria’s Economic Governance

The ripple effects of the NNPC 
non-remittance probe extend well be-
yond the oil and gas sector. They high-
light systemic challenges in economic 
governance and underscore the need 
for sweeping reforms.

When billions of dollars are poten-
tially mismanaged or remain unac-
counted for, the funding available for 
critical national development projects 
diminishes. Infrastructure projects, 
social welfare programs, and other 

government initiatives suffer as a di-
rect consequence of revenue short-
falls. In a country where public trust 
is already fragile, such financial mis-
management can lead to widespread 
dissatisfaction and hinder progress in 
developmental goals.

Citizens expect transparency and 
accountability from institutions that 
manage public resources. The probe 
into NNPC is a stark reminder that 
even key state-run entities are not 
immune to lapses in governance. As 
public confidence wanes, the overall 
credibility of the government’s man-
agement of Nigeria’s resources is 
called into question. Restoring this 
trust is paramount for ensuring the 
continued cooperation of all stake-
holders in the nation’s economic de-
velopment.

The issues highlighted by the in-
vestigation point to a broader need 
for institutional reform. Strengthening 
internal controls, enhancing regulato-
ry frameworks, and ensuring that all 
financial transactions are subject to 
rigorous external audits are essential 
steps. Such reforms not only improve 
accountability in the petroleum sector 
but also serve as a model for other ar-
eas of public finance and governance.

Evaluating the Legislative and Regu-
latory Framework

At the heart of the current challeng-
es is the legislative framework gov-
erning the petroleum sector. The Pe-
troleum Industry Act (PIA), which has 
been cited as a potential remedy for 
some of the discrepancies, warrants 
particular attention.

The PIA was designed to modern-
ize Nigeria’s oil and gas industry by 
establishing clear rules for revenue 
sharing, operational procedures, and 
fiscal accountability. Key provisions of 
the Act include:

Standardized Remittance Proce-
dures: Establishing a uniform frame-
work for the remittance of royalties 
and other funds.

Enhanced Transparency Mecha-
nisms: Mandating regular audits and 
public disclosures of financial trans-
actions.

Clear Guidelines on Deductions: 
Outlining when and how funds can 
be deducted for government projects, 
thus reducing ambiguities.

If fully implemented and adhered 
to, the PIA could help resolve many 
of the issues that have come to light 
in the current probe. However, its suc-
cess depends on the commitment of 
both government officials and industry 
stakeholders to uphold its principles.

Despite its promise, the PIA’s im-
plementation has faced challenges. 
Delays in legislative processes, resis-
tance from entrenched interests, and 
the inherent complexity of the indus-
try all contribute to a sluggish rollout. 
These challenges highlight the need 
for political will and robust stakehold-
er engagement to ensure that the 
PIA’s provisions are not only adopted 
but also effectively enforced.

Beyond the PIA, there is a clear 
need to bolster the overall regulatory 
environment. This involves:

Multi-Agency Coordination: Ensur-
ing that entities such as the Accoun-
tant General, CBN, NEITI, RMAFC, and 
FIRS work in a coordinated manner to 
oversee financial transactions.

Regular Audits and Reporting: In-
stituting mandatory, periodic audits 
of state-run entities like NNPC and 
publishing the results in accessible 
formats.

Legal Reforms: Amending existing 
laws to close loopholes that allow for 
ambiguous interpretations of financial 
transactions and contractual obliga-
tions.

Stakeholder Engagement and Over-
sight

A holistic approach to resolving 
the current crisis must involve a wide 
range of stakeholders, each with a 
crucial role to play in the oversight and 
reform process.

The House of Representatives 

The issues highlighted by 
the investigation point to 
a broader need for institu-

tional reform. Strengthening 
internal controls, enhancing 
regulatory frameworks, and 
ensuring that all financial 
transactions are subject 

to rigorous external audits 
are essential steps. Such 

reforms not only improve ac-
countability in the petroleum 

sector but also serve as a 
model for other areas of pub-
lic finance and governance.
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Committee on Public Accounts has 
taken a commendable step by launch-
ing an investigation into the non-remit-
tance issue. Their mandate includes 
not only determining the current sta-
tus of outstanding debts but also en-
suring that appropriate measures are 
taken to recover the funds. The con-
tinued oversight by the committee will 
be vital in holding both NNPC and the 
oil companies accountable for their fi-
nancial obligations.

Additionally, key agencies such as 
the Accountant General of the Feder-
ation, CBN, NEITI, RMAFC, BPP, and 
FIRS have been called upon to provide 
clarifications regarding the discrepan-
cies. Their involvement serves several 
purposes:

Independent Verification: These 
agencies can provide objective as-
sessments of the financial records, 
thereby helping to validate or refute 
the claims made by NNPC.

Enhanced Transparency: By pub-
licly clarifying the financial transac-
tions, these agencies can help restore 
public trust in the management of Ni-
geria’s resources.

Policy Recommendations: Their 
expert insights can guide reforms and 
the implementation of more robust fi-
nancial controls.

Public and civil society participa-
tion are indispensable components of 
a transparent governance framework. 
The media’s role in reporting on the 
probe, combined with active engage-
ment by civil society groups, creates a 
feedback loop that pressures author-
ities to act in the best interest of the 
public. Empowering these groups with 
accurate, timely information will be 
essential for sustaining momentum 
toward comprehensive reforms.

Proposing Solutions: Charting a Path 
Forward

In light of the myriad issues re-
vealed by the probe, it is critical to 
propose actionable solutions that 
address both the symptoms and root 
causes of the non-remittance dilem-
ma. The following recommendations 
aim to strengthen financial account-
ability and ensure that the nation’s oil 
and gas revenues are managed in a 
manner that benefits all Nigerians.

Immediate Financial Reconciliation
Accelerate the Reconciliation Pro-

cess:  
The government must prioritize 

completing the reconciliation process 

between NNPC and the Federation. 
This involves:

 Timely Reporting: Mandating that 
detailed reconciliation reports be sub-
mitted to relevant oversight bodies 
and made available to the public.

Third-Party Audits: Engaging inde-
pendent auditors to verify the figures 
and ensure that any discrepancies are 
promptly addressed.

Clarify the Use of Funds: 
 A transparent accounting of how 

funds were diverted for government 
priority projects should be published.
Detailed breakdowns of deduc-

tions, including justifications and con-
tractual bases, need to be made acces-
sible for review by all stakeholders.

Legislative and Regulatory Reforms
Strengthen the Implementation of 

the Petroleum Industry Act:
 Expedite Legislative Processes: 

Urgently push for the full enactment 
and operationalization of the PIA to 
eliminate existing ambiguities.
 Institutionalize Oversight Mech-

anisms: Ensure that the Act includes 
stringent penalties for non-compli-
ance, as well as incentives for timely 
remittance and transparent account-
ing.

Revise Existing Contracts and 
Agreements:
 Review and, if necessary, rene-

gotiate production-sharing contracts, 
repayment agreements, and modified 
carry arrangements to reduce poten-
tial loopholes.
 Introduce clear, unambiguous 

terms regarding revenue deductions 
and fund allocations that can be uni-
formly applied across all agreements.

Enhancing Institutional Transparen-
cy and Accountability

Regular and Public Audits:
 Mandate regular external au-

dits of NNPC and related entities, with 
findings published in a manner that is 
accessible to the public.
 Establish an online portal where 

all audit reports, reconciliation details, 
and financial statements are made 
available in real-time.

Strengthen Internal Controls:
 NNPC should invest in robust in-

ternal control systems and technolo-
gy-driven solutions to track revenue 
flows accurately.
 Training programs for staff and 

management on best practices in fi-
nancial management and compliance 
should be instituted to reduce human 
error and intentional mismanagement.

Empower Oversight Bodies:  
 Bolster the capacities of regu-

latory agencies such as NEITI, FIRS, 
and the Bureau of Public Procurement 
by providing them with additional re-
sources and authority.
 Encourage inter-agency cooper-

ation to create a seamless oversight 
mechanism that minimizes gaps in 
accountability.

Reforming Corporate Governance in 
the Petroleum Sector

Board and Management Reforms:
 Introduce policies that ensure the 

appointment of board members and 
executives with strong backgrounds 
in corporate governance and financial 
management.
 Implement regular performance 

evaluations and audits of executive 
decisions related to financial manage-
ment to deter mismanagement.

Stakeholder Engagement and 
Whistleblower Protections:
 Establish secure channels for 

employees and external stakeholders 
to report discrepancies or unethical 
practices without fear of reprisal.
 Create incentives for whistleblow-

ers and ensure that their contributions 
lead to meaningful investigations and 
reforms.
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Strengthening Multi-Agency Coordi-
nation

Establish a Joint Oversight Com-
mittee:
 Form a dedicated committee 

comprising representatives from 
the Ministry of Finance, CBN, NEITI, 
FIRS, and other relevant bodies. This 
committee would oversee the recon-
ciliation process and ensure that all 
financial transactions are thoroughly 
scrutinized.
 Regular inter-agency meetings 

and collaborative audits will foster a 
culture of shared responsibility and 
accountability.

Digital Transformation of Revenue 
Tracking:
 Invest in integrated digital sys-

tems that allow for real-time monitor-
ing of fund flows from the oil compa-
nies to the Federation Account.
 Utilize blockchain or similar 

secure technologies to create im-
mutable records of all transactions, 
thereby reducing the risk of data ma-
nipulation and fraud.

Public Awareness and Engagement
Transparent Communication:
 The government and NNPL must 

commit to regular, clear communica-
tion with the public regarding the sta-
tus of the reconciliation process and 
the steps being taken to address dis-
crepancies.
 Public forums, media briefings, 

and online dashboards can be uti-
lized to keep citizens informed and 
engaged.

Engage Civil Society and Aca-
demia:
 Invite independent experts from 

academic institutions and civil society 
organizations to review and comment 
on the financial reconciliation process.
 Their involvement can provide 

fresh perspectives and innovative 
solutions while ensuring that the 
process remains transparent and ac-
countable.

Toward a Future of Transparency and 
Accountability

The probe into the alleged non-re-
mittance of $1.6 billion in royalties by 
NNPC is not just a matter of financial 
discrepancy—it is a clarion call for sys-
temic reform in Nigeria’s oil and gas 
sector. The investigation has exposed 
deep-seated issues in financial rec-
onciliation, contractual ambiguities, 

and a broader culture of opacity that 
undermines public trust and hampers 
national development.

Addressing these challenges re-
quires a multi-pronged approach:
 Accelerating the reconciliation pro-

cess and ensuring complete transpar-
ency in the allocation and use of funds.
 Strengthening legislative frame-

works, particularly the full implemen-
tation of the Petroleum Industry Act, 
to provide a clear and unambiguous 
mandate for revenue management.
 Enhancing the capabilities of reg-

ulatory bodies and fostering greater 
inter-agency cooperation.
 Instituting comprehensive corpo-

rate governance reforms within NNPC 
and related entities to prevent future 
lapses.
 Engaging the public, civil society, 

and independent experts in the over-
sight process to build a resilient system 
that can withstand future challenges.

In practical terms, these solutions 
represent more than just policy chang-
es—they embody a commitment to re-
storing integrity in the management of 
Nigeria’s natural resources. By imple-
menting these recommendations, the 
government can reclaim lost revenues, 
reinvigorate developmental projects, 
and most importantly, restore the trust 
of millions of Nigerians who depend on 
a transparent and accountable system 
to drive the nation forward.

The road ahead may be challeng-
ing, but with concerted efforts from all 
stakeholders—from policymakers to 
regulatory agencies, from corporate 
leaders to civil society—the prospects 
for meaningful reform are within 
reach. The ongoing investigation by 
the House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Public Accounts is a critical 
step in this direction, and it serves as 
a potent reminder that accountability 
is not just an ideal but a necessity for 
sustainable national development.

As Nigeria continues to navigate the 
complexities of its oil and gas sector, 
the lessons learned from this probe 
should inform a broader agenda for 
transparency, efficiency, and econom-
ic justice. The path to reform requires 
courage, transparency, and an unwav-
ering commitment to accountability—a 
path that, if followed, can restore trust 
and invigorate the nation’s economic 
and social foundations.

It is therefore imperative that the 
government acts decisively to ensure 
that every dollar owed to the nation 
is recovered and used for the benefit 
of its citizens. By addressing the root 
causes and implementing the pro-
posed solutions, Nigeria can enhance 
its revenue management, reduce the 
risk of corruption, and ultimately, se-
cure the fiscal resources needed to 
fuel national development. 

Nigeria can transform this moment 
of crisis into an opportunity for pro-
found institutional renewal—one that 
paves the way for a more prosperous, 
transparent, and accountable future.

This comprehensive feature under-
scores that the challenges highlighted 
by the probe into NNPC are not iso-
lated incidents but part of a systemic 
problem requiring immediate and de-
cisive action. The proposed measures, 
if implemented effectively, could not 
only recover lost funds but also usher 
in a new era of transparency and effi-
ciency in Nigeria’s management of its 
natural resources. 

The ongoing investigation into the 
alleged $1.6 billion non-remittance 
serves as a wake-up call. The stakes 
are high—both in terms of lost rev-
enue and the erosion of public trust. 
Yet, with coordinated efforts among 
government agencies, robust legis-
lative reforms, and a commitment 
to transparency, it is possible to not 
only rectify past discrepancies but 
also build a resilient system that safe-
guards Nigeria’s future.
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Nigeria’s oil and gas industry fac-
es an escalating skills short-
age that threatens the nation’s 

standing as one of Africa’s leading 
crude producers. The departure of in-
ternational oil companies (IOCs) from 
onshore and shallow water assets 
has placed local firms in charge. Still, 
a critical gap in technical expertise 
now casts a shadow over the sector’s 
growth.  

For years, major IOCs like Shell, 
ExxonMobil, and Chevron have steadi-
ly scaled back their investments in 
Nigeria, redirecting capital toward off-
shore exploration, gas projects, and 
renewable energy ventures. This shift 
has left indigenous oil firms scram-
bling to fill the vacuum, yet many lack 
the highly skilled workforce required 
to manage complex operations and 
maintain production levels.  

The challenge is twofold: while 
local firms have made progress in 
acquiring oil assets, they are strug-
gling to find professionals who are 
equipped with the expertise needed 
to operate them efficiently. As a re-
sult, companies are locked in a race 
to train and develop talent, a process 
that takes time and resources.  

“Nigeria is dealing with a severe 
manpower crisis,” said Bolaji Ogund-
are, Group Executive Director of New-
cross Group and Pan Ocean Oil Cor-
poration. “Many graduates lack the 
technical skills required by the energy 
sector, which slows their integration 
into the workforce and limits job cre-
ation.”  

To address this issue, Ogund-
are suggests government interven-
tion through incentives such as tax 
breaks for companies that invest in 
education, training programs, and 
scholarships. “This approach may not 
guarantee employee retention but will 
significantly strengthen the nation’s 
workforce. If applied across various 
industries, it could even reduce the 
wave of young professionals leaving 
Nigeria in search of better opportuni-

ties abroad,” he added.  
The Nigerian government has tak-

en steps to enhance local expertise 
through the Nigerian Oil and Gas In-
dustry Content Development (NOGIC) 
Act, overseen by the Nigerian Content 
Development and Monitoring Board 
(NCDMB). This policy mandates 
knowledge transfer from foreign 
companies to local players, a strat-
egy that has yielded some success. 
However, industry leaders argue that 
significant skill gaps persist despite 
these efforts.  

“While the Local Content Act has 
led to progress in human capital de-
velopment, more rigorous enforce-
ment is needed,” noted Chinedu Mad-
uakoh, Managing Director of Topline 
Ltd, during a recent Nigerian Oil and 
Gas Conference. He emphasized the 
need for targeted interventions to 
equip Nigerian firms with the techni-
cal know-how required to compete on 
a global scale.  

The looming concern is that as 
oil majors divest from onshore oper-
ations—many of which are plagued 
by sabotage, theft, and communi-
ty unrest—local firms may struggle 
to sustain production. While these 
companies have devised unique 
strategies to manage host commu-

nity demands, the technical expertise 
required to keep operations running 
smoothly remains a pressing chal-
lenge.  

The Petroleum Technology Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (PETAN), which rep-
resents over 90 oil and gas service 
firms, has continuously advocated 
for increased local participation in 
the sector. The association provides 
technical services across drilling, 
project management, and environ-
mental safety, but its members still 
face limitations in advanced explora-
tion technologies.  

As the global energy transition 
accelerates, the industry’s skill gap 
is set to widen further. The next gen-
eration of oil and gas professionals 
will need expertise in automation, 
artificial intelligence (AI), and digi-
tal energy solutions—areas where 
Nigeria’s workforce remains largely 
unprepared. Without urgent reforms 
in education and industry training, 
the country risks falling behind in the 
evolving energy landscape.  

The question now is whether Nige-
ria can close this gap quickly enough 
to sustain its oil industry or if the sec-
tor will continue to struggle under the 
weight of its talent shortages.

Industry
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In recent years, Nigeria has wit-
nessed an alarming number of 
petrol tanker accidents that have 

not only claimed lives but have also 
disrupted communities and strained 
the nation’s resources. Against this 
background, the Federal Govern-
ment, through decisive regulatory 
intervention, has taken a commend-
able step towards safeguarding lives 
and enhancing road safety. The Ni-
gerian Midstream and Downstream 
Petroleum Regulatory Authority 
(NMDPRA) recently announced a 
ban on 60,000-litre fuel tankers from 
operating on the nation’s roads, 
effective March 1, 2025—a move 
that underscores the government’s 
commitment to mitigating risks as-
sociated with the transportation of 
petroleum products.

This article delves into the sig-
nificance of this landmark decision, 
situates it within the historical con-
text of tanker accidents in Nigeria, 
and highlights the multi-stakeholder 
collaboration that underscores the 
government’s proactive stance. By 
examining the measures taken, we 
aim to underscore the importance 
of decisive leadership in safeguard-
ing public welfare and the long-term 
benefits of prioritizing safety over 
short-term economic gains.

Historical Context of Petrol Tanker 
Accidents in Nigeria

Nigeria’s struggle with petrol 
tanker accidents is not new. Over the 
past two decades, the nation has 
experienced numerous incidents 
that have tragically claimed lives 
and exposed vulnerabilities in the 
country’s transportation and regu-
latory frameworks. Available data of 
past occurrences reveals that since 
2009, there have been 172 record-
ed accidents involving oil tankers, 
resulting in approximately 1,896 fa-
talities. These figures, while stark in 

their numerical representation, also 
tell a deeper story of systemic chal-
lenges that have plagued the trans-
portation of hazardous materials 
across Nigerian roads.

The inherent risks associated 
with transporting large volumes of 
petroleum are well documented. 
Tankers carrying 60,000 litres or 
more pose significant hazards not 
only because of the sheer quanti-
ty of fuel they transport but also 
due to the complexities involved 
in navigating congested and often 
poorly maintained road networks. 
Incidents in which fuel tankers have 
collided or overturned have led to 
explosive outcomes, with infernos 
engulfing vehicles and nearby prop-
erties, endangering lives and caus-
ing widespread panic. Such events 
have galvanized public opinion and 
put immense pressure on regulatory 
bodies to act decisively.

The tragic outcomes of these 
incidents serve as a sobering re-
minder of the cost of inaction. Each 
accident represents not just a statis-
tic, but a human tragedy—families 

torn apart, communities disrupted, 
and substantial economic losses 
incurred. The cumulative effect of 
these accidents has underscored 
the urgent need for a robust regu-
latory framework that can pre-emp-
tively address these risks. In this 
context, the government’s recent 
decision to ban oversized fuel tank-
ers is a logical and necessary step 
towards rectifying a long-standing 
issue.

The Government’s Decision and Its 
Significance

On February 20, 2025, the NMD-
PRA announced a ground-breaking 
regulatory measure: effective March 
1, 2025, no tanker with a capacity ex-
ceeding 60,000 litres would be per-
mitted to operate on Nigerian roads. 
Additionally, the agency stipulated 
that by the fourth quarter of 2025, 
trucks with a capacity of over 45,000 
litres would no longer be allowed to 
load petroleum products. This deci-
sive move is a direct response to the 
rising trend of tanker-related acci-
dents and the attendant loss of lives, 

By Fred Ojiegbe

A Reactive Leap Towards Safer Roads: 
Commending FG’s Bold Measures on Petrol 

Tanker Safety
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which have reached critical levels in 
recent years.

Central to this decision was the 
formation of a technical committee 
comprising key stakeholders from 
diverse agencies and associations. 
Representatives from the Depart-
ment of State Services (DSS), Feder-
al Fire Service, Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC), National Association 
of Road Transport Owners (NARTO), 
National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers (NUPENG), 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria 
(SON), and the Depot and Petroleum 
Products Marketers Association of 
Nigeria (DAPPMAN) came together 
to deliberate on a series of resolu-
tions. Their objective was clear: to 
formulate strategies that would sig-
nificantly reduce the frequency of 
tanker accidents and their associat-
ed fatalities.

Ogbugo Ukoha, the Executive 
Director for Distribution Systems, 
Storage, and Retailing Infrastruc-
ture at NMDPRA, emphasized that 
the committee’s consensus was 
not just a regulatory directive but a 
comprehensive strategy aimed at 
enhancing the overall safety of pe-
troleum product transportation. By 
targeting tankers with excessive ca-
pacities, the government is address-
ing a critical risk factor head-on. The 
decision reflects an understanding 
that safety protocols must evolve in 
tandem with technological and in-
frastructural changes and that reg-
ulatory measures should be as dy-
namic as the challenges they seek 
to mitigate.

The significance of this move 
cannot be overstated. It represents 
an intersection of safety, account-
ability, and forward-thinking policy. 
The ban is designed not only to curb 
the immediate risks posed by over-
sized tankers but also to set a prec-
edent for future regulatory interven-
tions. By taking such decisive action, 
the Federal Government is sending a 
clear message: the safety of citizens 
is paramount, and no economic or 
logistical convenience will override 
the imperative to protect lives.

Furthermore, the ban is expected 
to drive improvements in the stan-
dards and maintenance of the tank-
er fleet. Operators will be compelled 

to adopt safer, more efficient tanker 
designs that comply with stricter 
regulatory standards. In doing so, 
the government is fostering an en-
vironment that encourages innova-
tion in the transportation sector, ul-
timately contributing to a safer and 
more reliable distribution network 
for petroleum products.

Commending the Federal Govern-
ment for Proactive Measures

It is imperative to recognize the 
Federal Government’s unwavering 
commitment to public safety as it 
embarks on this transformative jour-
ney. The decision to ban 60,000-litre 
fuel tankers from operating on roads 
is a bold and necessary move—one 
that demonstrates a proactive 
stance against a pervasive problem. 
In an era where economic pressures 
and infrastructural challenges often 
lead to compromises in safety, the 
government’s decision stands as a 
testament to its resolve to prioritize 
the well-being of its citizens.

At the heart of this commendable 
initiative is a spirit of collaboration. 
The formation of the stakehold-
ers’ technical committee, which 
brought together a diverse array of 
agencies and industry experts, ex-
emplifies the government’s recogni-
tion that complex problems require 
multi-faceted solutions. By involving 
entities such as the DSS, FRSC, and 
NUPENG, among others, the gov-
ernment ensured that the decision 
was not made in isolation. Instead, 
it was the result of extensive consul-
tations, rigorous deliberations, and a 
shared commitment to enhancing 

road safety.
This collaborative approach is 

particularly praiseworthy in a con-
text where regulatory measures 
often face resistance from various 
quarters. For instance, the National 
Association of Road Transport Own-
ers (NARTO) expressed concerns 
regarding the potential financial im-
plications of the ban. With estimates 
suggesting that the measure could 
result in losses amounting to N300 
billion due to the decommissioning 
of tankers, the economic stakes 
were undeniably high. However, 
rather than succumbing to pres-
sures to maintain the status quo, the 
government remained steadfast in 
its resolve to curtail the preventable 
loss of life and property.

The courage to implement such 
a transformative policy, even in the 
face of potential economic back-
lash, is a clear indication of the 
government’s long-term vision. It 
reflects an understanding that the 
value of human life and public safe-
ty far outweighs immediate financial 
considerations. By taking decisive 
action, the government is not only 
mitigating current risks but is also 
paving the way for future regula-
tory frameworks that can address 
emerging challenges in the trans-
portation sector.

Moreover, the government’s de-
cision highlights an important par-
adigm shift in policy-making—a 
move away from reactive measures 
and towards proactive, preventative 
strategies. Instead of waiting for an-
other tragedy to unfold before taking 
action, the government has chosen 
to act pre-emptively, leveraging data 
and expert insights to drive policy 
changes. This approach is emblem-
atic of a mature, forward-thinking 
administration that is committed to 
safeguarding its citizens and ensur-
ing that the nation’s infrastructure 
is resilient enough to meet the chal-
lenges of the future.

In commending the Federal Gov-
ernment, it is crucial to appreciate 
the broader implications of this deci-
sion. Beyond the immediate impact 
on tanker safety, the ban serves as a 
catalyst for a wider reform in the pe-
troleum transportation industry. It is 
a clear signal that safety and innova-

Looking ahead, the impli-
cations of this regulatory 

measure extend far beyond 
the immediate reduction in 

tanker-related accidents. The 
ban is likely to spur a wave of 
innovations in tanker design 
and road safety measures. 
Operators will be incentiv-

ized to invest in newer, safer 
tanker models that comply 
with the updated regulatory 

standards. 
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tion must go hand in hand and that 
regulatory frameworks must evolve 
to keep pace with the demands of a 
rapidly changing world. The govern-
ment’s decisive action is a clarion 
call for other sectors to undertake 
similar reforms, ensuring that pub-
lic safety remains at the forefront of 
policy-making.

The Road to Safer Transportation: 
Implementation and Future Pros-
pects

Implementing a policy of this 
magnitude is undoubtedly a com-
plex undertaking. The Federal Gov-
ernment is aware of the challenges 
that lie ahead in enforcing the ban 
on oversized fuel tankers. However, 
the strategic framework that under-
pins this decision offers a clear road-
map for its successful execution. By 
establishing detailed timelines and 
delineating specific responsibilities 
among the various stakeholders, 
the government is ensuring that the 
transition to a safer transportation 
regime is both smooth and effective.

One of the most commendable 
aspects of this initiative is the gov-
ernment’s emphasis on continu-
ous stakeholder engagement. The 
technical committee, which played 
a pivotal role in shaping the policy, 
is expected to monitor the imple-
mentation process closely. This 
collaborative oversight mechanism 
will allow for timely adjustments 
and interventions, ensuring that 
any emerging issues are addressed 
before they can escalate into ma-
jor problems. Such a dynamic ap-
proach to policy implementation is 
a hallmark of effective governance 
and is critical to the success of the 
ban.

Looking ahead, the implications 
of this regulatory measure extend 
far beyond the immediate reduc-
tion in tanker-related accidents. The 
ban is likely to spur a wave of inno-
vations in tanker design and road 
safety measures. Operators will be 
incentivized to invest in newer, saf-
er tanker models that comply with 
the updated regulatory standards. 
In turn, this could lead to the devel-
opment of more advanced safety 
features, such as improved braking 
systems, enhanced structural in-

tegrity, and better fire suppression 
mechanisms.

Furthermore, the government’s 
decision is likely to set the stage 
for additional reforms in the petro-
leum transportation sector. There 
is growing recognition that a com-
prehensive approach to road safety 
must encompass not only vehicle 
standards but also infrastructure 
improvements, driver training, and 
enhanced emergency response ca-
pabilities. In this light, the ban on 
60,000-litre tankers can be seen 
as a foundational step towards a 
broader overhaul of the regulatory 
framework governing the industry.

In response to concerns raised by 
industry stakeholders—particularly 
the significant financial investments 
involved in the operation of large-ca-
pacity tankers—the government has 
signalled its openness to explor-
ing supportive measures. Propos-
als such as buy-back schemes or 
phased transition programs may be 
considered in the future to alleviate 
the financial burden on tanker own-
ers. Such measures would strike a 
balance between ensuring public 
safety and mitigating the economic 
impact on the industry, thereby fos-
tering a more resilient and sustain-
able transportation ecosystem.

Moreover, the decision to impose 
this ban is likely to have far-reach-
ing positive effects on public con-
fidence. Citizens and communities 
that have long borne the brunt of 
tanker-related accidents can now 
look forward to a future where the 
risks associated with fuel transpor-
tation are significantly curtailed. In 
essence, this regulatory intervention 
represents a critical investment in 
public safety, one that prioritizes hu-
man life over short-term economic 
considerations.

Ultimately, the Federal Govern-
ment’s decision to ban 60,000-litre 
fuel tankers from operating on Ni-
gerian roads marks a watershed 
moment in the nation’s ongoing 
efforts to enhance road safety and 
protect public welfare. By proactive-
ly addressing the systemic issues 
that have contributed to a high in-
cidence of tanker accidents—and 
the resultant tragic loss of life—the 
government has demonstrated 

a commendable commitment to 
safeguarding its citizens. This bold 
measure, underpinned by extensive 
stakeholder consultations and a for-
ward-thinking regulatory framework, 
is a testament to the government’s 
resolve to put safety first.

While the path to implement-
ing such transformative policies is 
fraught with challenges, the collab-
orative spirit that has characterized 
this initiative offers a promising 
blueprint for future reforms. The ban 
not only curtails immediate risks but 
also paves the way for innovations 
in tanker design, infrastructure im-
provements, and comprehensive 
safety protocols. In doing so, it sets 
a precedent for other sectors, reaf-
firming the principle that proactive 
governance is essential in mitigat-
ing risks and ensuring sustainable 
development.

As Nigeria continues to grapple 
with the challenges of rapid indus-
trialization and infrastructural in-
adequacies, initiatives such as the 
tanker ban serve as beacons of 
hope. They remind us that progress 
is not solely measured by economic 
growth, but by the quality of life and 
security that the state can provide 
for its people. In this light, the Feder-
al Government’s recent intervention 
is not just a policy change; it is a re-
affirmation of the social contract be-
tween the state and its citizens—a 
promise that every life is precious 
and that safety will always be para-
mount.

Looking forward, it is imperative 
that all stakeholders—from regulato-
ry agencies to industry leaders and 
community representatives—work 
together to ensure that the prom-
ise of safer roads is fully realized. 
The journey towards a safer, more 
secure transportation network is 
a collective responsibility, one that 
requires unwavering commitment 
and continuous innovation. With the 
current measures in place and the 
promise of further reforms, Nigeria 
is well on its way to transforming its 
transportation landscape and, ulti-
mately, saving countless lives.
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The start-up space in the ener-
gy sector in Nigeria is emerg-
ing as a force to be reckoned 

with, as visionary entrepreneurial 
efforts to address the nation's 
pressing power challenges con-
tinue to grow stronger. From a 
meagre 1.9% of the market share 
of the start-up sector, according 
to a 2022 Nigerian Start-up Eco-
system Report by Disrupt Africa, 
the Energy sector start-up space 
is on the rise, reflecting a growing 
awareness of the energy crisis 
and the need for innovative solu-
tions to tackle the crisis. Nigeria, 
Africa’s largest economy, has long 
struggled with energy access and 
reliability. While the country boasts 
vast oil, gas, and renewable energy 
potential, millions of Nigerians still 
face erratic electricity supply. As 
of 2024, approximately 86 million 
Nigerians lack access to electric-
ity, this is according to the Presi-
dent of the African Development 
Bank (AfDB), Akinwunmi Adesina. 
This represents about 37% of the 
country's estimated population of 
230 million.  This figure, according 
to him, positions Nigeria as the 
nation with the highest number of 
people without electricity globally. 
The disparity is more pronounced 
in rural areas, where less than 
one-third of residents have elec-
tricity access, compared to urban 
areas with an 89% access rate. 
Nigeria's persistent energy deficits 
have been a major impediment to 
economic growth and social de-
velopment. Frequent power out-
ages and an inadequate grid have 
spurred entrepreneurs to seek al-
ternative solutions, leading to the 
birth of a vibrant start-up ecosys-
tem focused on revolutionizing the 
energy sector. 

From solar solutions to smart 

grids, energy storage, and block-
chain-powered transactions, Ni-
gerian start-ups are developing 
sustainable, tech-driven models 
to solve long-standing power chal-
lenges. This shift is not just about 
providing electricity—it’s about re-
defining how energy is generated, 
distributed, and consumed. Nige-
ria’s energy sector is undergoing a 
remarkable transformation, driven 
by today’s technology start-ups. 
The driving forces of several fac-
tors have contributed to the rise 
of energy tech start-ups in Nigeria. 
One of the major driving forces is 
the persistent power deficit facing 
the country. Nigeria’s national grid 
remains unreliable, with frequent 
power outages affecting homes 
and businesses. For instance, the 
national power grid collapsed a to-
tal of 12 times in 2024, fuelling the 
demand for off-grid alternatives in-
cluding solar. Nigeria led the West 
African solar market last year, ac-
counting for 88% of all off-grid so-
lar energy kit sales in the region. 
This is an indication that the lack 

of power is driving more business-
es to seek alternative sources. 
Aside the persistent energy crisis 
facing the country, the shift toward 
clean energy has been largely driv-
en by government policies and ini-
tiatives, climate change concerns, 
as well as consumer demand for 
affordable power. In terms of gov-
ernment initiatives, the Federal 
Government has introduced sev-
eral schemes aimed at promoting 
off-grid energy solutions, particu-
larly through renewable sources 
such as solar power, mini-grids, 
and distributed energy systems 
to attract investments, incentivize 
innovation, and accelerate energy 
access in underserved commu-
nities. For instance, the Nigeria 
Electrification Project (NEP) is a 
flagship initiative designed to in-
crease electricity access for un-
served and underserved commu-
nities through renewable energy 
solutions. The program is backed 
by the World Bank ($350 million) 
and the African Development Bank 
(AfDB $200 million), making it one 

By William Emmanuel Ukpoju

Nigeria’s Energy Crisis and Turnaround 
Led by Energy-tech Start-ups 
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of the largest off-grid energy fund-
ing projects in Africa. Through NEP, 
projects like the Energizing Econo-
mies Initiative (EEI) have powered 
markets such as Ariaria Market 
(Abia State), Sura Market (Lagos), 
and Sabon Gari Market (Kano) us-
ing solar hybrid systems. Another 
initiative is the Rural Electrification 
Fund (REF) managed by the Rural 
Electrification Agency (REA). The 
REF provides grants and subsidies 
to private developers building off-
grid projects. The Fund has sup-
ported numerous mini-grid and 
standalone solar installations in 
rural Nigeria, enhancing energy 
access for farmers, schools, and 
small businesses. Aside the gov-
ernment effort, many start-ups are 
stepping in to fill the huge energy 
gap, offering alternative energy 
solutions such as solar mini-grids, 
battery storage systems, and en-
ergy-efficient appliances. Compa-
nies like Arnergy, Lumos, and Ren-
source Energy are at the forefront, 
providing solar-powered solutions 
to businesses and households at 
affordable costs to customers. 

Founded in 2014, Arnergy pro-
vides solar power systems to 
homes and businesses. The com-
pany builds, owns, maintains and 
supplies 24-hour electricity to 
residential estates, universities/
campuses, telecom operators’ in-
frastructures, and commercial and 
manufacturing firms using pre-
dominantly solar energy. Lumos, 
is another Nigerian start-up that 
is helping to solve Nigeria’s pow-
er sector problems, in terms of 
financing. Launched in 2013, the 
company enables modern solar 
electricity that can power lights, 
cell phones, fans, computers, 
TVs and other compatible small 
electronic devices. Lumos offers 
homes and small businesses a 
simple and affordable way to pay 
for electricity in small instalments 
using their mobile phones. The 
company targets off-grid residen-
tial and small businesses. Next is 
Rensource, founded in 2015 with 
over 2000 customers, the compa-
ny is rapidly disrupting Nigeria’s 
energy generation and distribu-

tion. Resource partners with proj-
ect sponsors to develop, fund and 
manage decentralized energy proj-
ects to address the energy drop in 
Nigeria — by providing reliable en-
ergy to consumers, growing busi-
nesses and industrial clients. Ad-
vancements in smart technologies 
have also boosted the emergence 
of energy start-ups in the country. 
With the rise of IoT (Internet of 
Things), artificial intelligence (AI), 
and blockchain, start-ups are de-
veloping innovative products that 
optimize energy consumption, re-
duce waste, and improve efficien-
cy. Companies like Beacon Power 
Services and Coldbox Store are us-
ing smart grids and predictive an-
alytics to reshape Nigeria’s energy 
landscape. Access to funding is 
also a factor that has enabled en-

ergy tech start-ups in recent times. 
Investors are increasingly backing 
energy-tech start-ups in the coun-
try. In recent years, firms such as 
All On, the Nigeria Electrification 
Project (NEP), and international 
venture capital firms have injected 
millions of dollars into promising 
start-ups. Programs like the Rural 
Electrification Agency’s (REA) So-
lar Power Naija initiative have also 
provided funding and support for 
off-grid energy solutions. For in-
stance, Arnergy recently raised $3 
million in a bridge round led by All 
On, an off-grid energy impact in-
vestment company supported by 
Shell. This fresh injection of capital 
comes on the heels of Arnergy’s 
$9 million Series A round in 2019. 

Challenges & future of ener-
gy-tech 

Despite the rapid growth, ener-
gy-tech start-ups in Nigeria face 
several hurdles. Firstly, the cost 
of acquiring and deploying renew-
able energy solutions remains a 
challenge for many start-ups and 
their customers. This challenge is 
compounded by complex licens-
ing procedures and inconsistent 
government policies. Again, many 
remote areas still lack the infra-
structure needed for the deploy-
ment of energy solutions. Notwith-
standing these challenges, the 
outlook for energy-tech start-ups 
in Nigeria is promising. With in-
creasing investments, technologi-
cal advancements, and a growing 
commitment to sustainability, the 
sector is set for explosive growth. 
The Federal Government’s push 
for off-grid solutions, partnerships 
with international investors, and 
the rise of local talent in energy 
innovation are key drivers shap-
ing the future. As these start-ups 
continue to innovate, Nigeria is 
moving closer to solving its energy 
crisis, creating a more sustainable 
and resilient energy ecosystem. 
The next few years will be crucial 
in determining how these compa-
nies scale their impact, but one 
thing is certain—energy-tech start-
ups are lighting up Nigeria’s future.

 Through NEP, projects 
like the Energizing Econ-

omies Initiative (EEI) 
have powered markets 
such as Ariaria Market 
(Abia State), Sura Mar-
ket (Lagos), and Sabon 
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solar hybrid systems. 

Another initiative is the 
Rural Electrification 
Fund (REF) managed 
by the Rural Electrifi-
cation Agency (REA). 
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and subsidies to private 
developers building off-
grid projects. The Fund 
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Stakeholders in the energy 
sector have raised con-
cerns over the seeming 

nonchalant attitude of the federal 
government towards the Nige-
ria International Energy Summit 
(NIES), an annual energy event 
hosted in Abuja and sponsored 
by the Nigerian government 
which brings global energy stake-
holders together to facilitate sig-
nificant deals and partnerships.

The perceived nonchalant at-
titude, according to sources who 
spoke to Valuechain on the back 
of the 2025 edition, is evident in 
the absence of high-level govern-
ment figures, such as President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, who also 
serves as Minister of Petroleum 
Resources, and Vice President 
Kashim Shettima, at the opening 
of the 2025 edition of the energy 
summit. Since taking office in 
2023, both the President and Vice 
President have missed the event, 
with only junior cabinet members 
stepping in as representatives.

According to sources, the fail-
ure of the President, his Vice, 
and other top government func-
tionaries to show up at the event 
showed that the federal govern-
ment was not giving the event 
the deserved attention.  

Since its inception in 2018, the 
NIES has firmly established itself 
as a premier event in Africa's en-
ergy sector, serving as a pivotal 
platform for policy discourse, 
business development, and tech-
nological showcase. The 2025 
edition of the Summit with the 
theme ‘Bridging Continents: Con-
necting Investors Worldwide with 
Africa’s Energy Potential’ started 
on Monday, February 24 and was 

billed to end on Thursday, 27th 
February.

The event this year was said to 
have attracted a diverse array of 
stakeholders, including govern-
ment officials, industry leaders, 
investors, and service providers. 
Over 6,000 delegates, includ-
ing more than 50 ministers and 

government leaders, over 300 
leading speakers, and numerous 
industry professionals from over 
60 countries attended the event. 

Internationally recognized 
global energy leaders like the 
OPEC Secretary General, His Ex-
cellency Haitham Al Ghais, Sec-
retary General, African Petroleum 
Producers’ Organization (APPO), 
Dr. Omar Farouk Ibrahim; Sec-
retary General, Gas Exporting 
Countries Forum (GECF) Engr. 
Mohamed Hamel, Secretary Gen-
eral, International Energy Forum 
(IEF) Jassim Al Shirawi and lead-
ers of the international oil com-
panies (IOCs) were among the 
attendees at the event.

The Opening of the Summit 
was scheduled to hold at the 
Presidential Banquet Hall, Aso 
Villa, with exhibitions and other 

By Danlami Nasir Isah

NIES 2025: Stakeholders Raise Alarm 
over FG's Poor Handling
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According to sources, 
the failure of the Presi-
dent, his Vice, and other 

top government func-
tionaries to show up at 
the event showed that 

the federal government 
was not giving the event 
the deserved attention.  

H.E Haitham Al Ghais and Dr. Omar Farouk Ibrahim at NIES 2025
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sessions at the Abuja Continen-
tal Hotel. President Bola Tinubu, 
who also doubles as the Minis-
ter of Petroleum Resources was 
expected to deliver the keynote 
address and declare the event 
open.

However, participants at the 
summit said they were thrown 
into a state of confusion with the 
announcement of a sudden ven-
ue and other itineraries.

Parts of a mail from the orga-
nizers to participants read, “Due 
to unforeseen circumstances 
beyond our control, we regret to 
inform you the Opening Ceremo-
ny of the Nigerian International 
Energy Summit N.I.E.S 2025 will 
No Longer Be Held at the Ban-
quet Hall of the State House. The 
ceremony will now take place at 
Congress Hall, Transcorp Hilton, 
on Tuesday, 25th February 2025.”

“We sincerely appreciate your 
understanding and flexibility in 
this matter. Our team is com-
mitted to ensuring a seamless 
and enjoyable experience for all 
attendees, and we are confident 
that the new venue will still pro-
vide an excellent setting for our 
gathering.”

Expressing the frustration of 
some attendees over the orga-
nization of the event, a regular 
participant at the summit who 
craved anonymity said the venue 
change happened less than 24 
hours before the event, to the dis-
appointment of the participants.

“People were still waiting when 
the hall was prepared. The open-
ing ceremony was supposed to 
take place at the Villa with emi-
nent personalities like the OPEC 
Secretary General, and other 
country representatives. 

President Tinubu was repre-
sented at the opening ceremony 
held at Congress Hall, Transcorp 
Hilton by the Minister of Finance 
and Coordinating Minister of the 
Economy Chief Wale Edun, who 
also was represented by the Min-
ister of State for Finance Dr. Do-

ris Uzoka-Anite.
The source lamented that the 

quality of representation from 
the Nigerian Government who 
are the organizers of the event 
was a marked difference from 
previous administration when 
the least representation from the 
federal government was the Vice 
President.

“This is an event organized by 
the Federal Ministry of Petroleum 

which the minister is the pres-
ident. So, we are expecting to 
even see the President because 
he's the Minister of Petroleum 
Resources. The Federal govern-
ment is treating this event with 
kid gloves. It's not really palatable 
because of the calibre of peo-
ple coming from various parts 
of the world. If they don't come 
next year, people like the OPEC 
Secretary General should not be 
blamed. 

“You go to South Africa. You 
go to other countries. You see 
how their presidents, who are 
not even the ministers of petro-
leum, are gracing similar events, 
but you come to our own you see 
that our politicians are only con-
cerned about the money they will 
collect from the sale of crude oil; 
they are not interested in the plat-
form that has to do with encour-
aging investments in the sector.”

“Last year, it was the Minister 
of Information that represented 
the President. This year it’s the 
Minister of State for Finance. If 
you look at the faces of our Nige-
rian contingents at the event you 
could see the disappointment, 
people were not really happy. This 
is supposed to be treated as one 
of the biggest events in Nigeria. 
It is embarrassing to see the way 
things are”, the source lamented.

Valuechain reports that the fo-
cus for this year’s summit is im-
portant considering Africa’s role 
in global energy security. With on-
going geopolitical tensions and 
supply chain disruptions affect-
ing global energy markets, Africa 
is increasingly being recognized 
as a reliable alternative energy 
source. The summit's theme un-
derscores Nigeria’s and Africa’s 
potential to contribute to global 
energy security while ensuring 
sustainable economic benefits 
for the continent.

The event is a landmark event, 
facilitating significant deals and 
partnerships that will shape the 
future of Nigeria's energy sector.
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President Tinubu was 
represented at the open-

ing ceremony held at 
Congress Hall, Transcorp 

Hilton by the Minister 
of Finance and Coordi-
nating Minister of the 
Economy Chief Wale 

Edun, who also was rep-
resented by the Minister 
of State for Finance Dr. 

Doris Uzoka-Anite.
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On 24 February 2025, at the Petroleum Technology Development Fund 
(PTDF) Hall Central Business District, Abuja – Nigeria.

OPEC's Roundtable with Nigerian Media
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Fighting Hunger Starts After Harvest: 
A Call for Urgent Reforms

By Ese Ufuoma

Nigeria’s battle with food in-
security is worsening, and 
one of the biggest culprits is 

post-harvest loss. Reports indicate 
that between 30 and 40 per cent 
of the country’s agricultural pro-
duce never makes it from farms to 
consumers. This staggering waste 
deepens hunger, strips farmers of 
income, raises food prices, and 
threatens national food security.  

Despite Nigeria’s vast agricul-
tural land—spanning 70.8 million 
hectares, with 34 million hectares 
of arable land—millions of Nigeri-
ans still face hunger. While factors 
like poverty, erratic weather pat-
terns, and insecurity contribute to 
food shortages, the high volume 
of wasted produce plays a critical 
role. The impact of these losses 
is undeniable: farmers struggle 
financially, consumers pay more 
for food, and the country’s ability 
to feed its growing population re-
mains in jeopardy.  

A Call for Legislative Action
Experts and industry stakehold-

ers are calling on the National As-
sembly to act swiftly by passing 
the Agricultural Extension Service 
Bill, 2024. The bill is designed to 

strengthen agricultural advisory 
services, equipping farmers with 
the skills and technologies needed 
to increase productivity while re-
ducing post-harvest losses.  

Speaking at a recent conference 
in Abuja on “Digitising Agricultural 
Knowledge to Scale Advisory Ser-
vice for Rural Farmers’ Economic 
Wellbeing in Nigeria,” AGRA’s Coun-
try Director, Dr. Rufus Idris high-
lighted the growing demand for 
food, driven by population growth 
and changing consumption pat-
terns. He emphasised that without 
a multi-faceted approach—one 

that boosts production and cuts 
down waste—Nigeria’s food crisis 
will only deepen.  

Insecurity and Its Devastating Im-
pact on Agriculture

Beyond post-harvest losses, 
security challenges remain a ma-
jor obstacle to food production. 
Armed conflicts, farmer-herder 
clashes, and criminal activities 
have made it unsafe for many 
farmers to cultivate their land. In 
states like Zamfara, a key produc-
er of rice and millet, agricultural 
output has plummeted by 50 per 
cent due to widespread displace-
ment. The fear of attacks keeps 
many farmers away from their 
fields, further aggravating the na-
tion’s food deficit.  

Rising Food Prices and the Infla-
tion Burden

Data from the National Bureau 
of Statistics reveals the volatility 
of food prices in Nigeria. In May 
2024, food inflation stood at 40.66 
per cent, surging by 15.84 per cent 
compared to the previous year. 
Although it dropped to 37.52 per 
cent in August, by November 2024, 
it spiked again to 39.93 per cent. 
This persistent increase in food 
costs—driven by rising prices of 
staples like yams, maize, rice, and 
vegetable oil—has made it even 
harder for low-income families to 
afford basic meals.  

The Role of Research, Innovation, 
and Policy Reform

To combat these challenges, 
key agricultural research institu-
tions—including the National Root 
Crops Research Institute (NCRI), 
Nigerian Institute for Oil Palm Re-
search (NIFOR), and National Ag-
ricultural Extension, Research and 

Agri-Economy

Nigeria is facing a deepening food security crisis, with millions strug-
gling to afford basic meals. While factors like poverty, insecurity, and 
climate change contribute to the problem, one of the most overlooked 
yet devastating causes is post-harvest loss. Between 30 and 40 per 
cent of the country’s agricultural produce is wasted before it ever reach-
es consumers, resulting in food shortages, higher prices, and financial 
losses for farmers.

This article examines the critical role of post-harvest losses in Nige-
ria’s food crisis and explores potential solutions. It highlights the need 
for urgent legislative action, improved agricultural extension services, 
private-sector investment, and better storage and distribution systems. 
Without immediate intervention, Nigeria risks further food inflation and 
worsening hunger, making it essential to address these inefficiencies 
before they spiral out of control.

In states like Zamfara, 
a key producer of rice 
and millet, agricultural 
output has plummeted 
by 50 per cent due to 
widespread displace-

ment. The fear of attacks 
keeps many farmers 

away from their fields, 
further aggravating the 

nation’s food deficit.  
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Liaison Services (NAERLS)—must 
intensify efforts to develop bet-
ter storage, processing, and dis-
tribution strategies. The Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security (FMAFS) must also take 
a leading role in driving reforms 
that reduce food waste.  Hence, 
Government intervention should 
focus on:  
 Investing in research and 

development to create improved 
storage and processing technolo-
gies.  
 Providing subsidies and in-

centives to encourage farmers 
and agribusinesses to adopt mod-
ern preservation techniques.  
 Strengthening extension ser-

vices to equip farmers with the 
knowledge and tools to reduce 
spoilage.  
 Developing policies and regu-

lations that promote efficient agri-
cultural markets.  

The Private Sector’s Role in Re-
ducing Post-Harvest Losses

Beyond government efforts, the 
private sector has a crucial role to 
play. Increased investment in food 
processing plants, cold storage 
facilities, and innovative logistics 
solutions can significantly cut 
down waste. By partnering with 
farmers and cooperatives, agri-

businesses can help bridge the 
gap between farm production and 
market supply, ensuring more food 
reaches consumers.  

The Path Forward: Practical Solu-
tions for Farmers

For Nigeria to make real prog-
ress, farmers must adopt im-
proved harvesting, storage, and 
transportation practices. Some 
key measures include:  
 Training farmers on proper 

harvesting techniques to minimize 
damage.  
 Encouraging the use of mod-

ern storage facilities to extend the 
shelf life of perishable goods.  
 Improving rural road net-

works and transportation logistics 
to ensure produce reaches mar-
kets faster and fresher.  
 Leveraging digital platforms 

to connect farmers with buyers, 
reducing losses due to poor mar-
ket access.  

Nigeria cannot afford to keep 
losing nearly half of its agricultur-
al produce to post-harvest waste. 
The time to act is now. With the 
right combination of legislative 
support, investment in research 
and technology, security improve-
ments, and private-sector partici-
pation, the country can make sig-
nificant strides toward food securi-
ty. Reducing post-harvest losses is 
not just an agricultural issue—it is 
an economic, social, and national 
survival imperative.
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Nigeria cannot afford 
to keep losing nearly 
half of its agricultural 

produce to post-harvest 
waste. The time to act is 
now. With the right com-

bination of legislative 
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ticipation, the country 
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strides toward food 
security. Reducing 

post-harvest losses is 
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Nigeria’s Bold Energy 
Policies Support Africa’s 

Vision for Self-Suffi ciency 
at NIES 2025

In a resounding declaration of re-
newed ambition and commitment, 
Nigeria hosted the 8th edition of 

the Nigeria International Energy 
Summit (NIES) 2025 in Abuja— with 
the theme— “Bridging Continents: 
Connecting Investors Worldwide 
with Africa’s Energy Potential.” 

Against evolving global energy 
dynamics, the opening ceremony 
was marked by visionary speeches, 
groundbreaking policy announce-
ments, and strategic declarations 
from key stakeholders. Leaders from 
government, industry, and interna-
tional organisations converged to un-
derline Nigeria’s proactive approach 
in driving energy reforms, nurturing 
indigenous capacity, and attracting 
investments. This landmark summit 
is set to redefi ne Africa’s energy land-

scape and propel the continent into a 
new era of sustainable development.

A Bold Declaration of Energy Re-
forms

At the heart of the summit was a 
robust commitment from the Nigeri-
an government to accelerate transfor-
mative reforms across the energy sec-
tor. The event’s opening was graced 
by top government offi cials, who 
articulated a clear vision for Nigeria’s 
energy future. Representing President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the Honourable 
Minister of State for Finance, Dr. Doris 
Uzoka-Anite, delivered a stirring ad-
dress that echoed the government’s 
resolve to lay down the infrastructure 
and regulatory frameworks necessary 
for a sustainable, diversifi ed, and in-
clusive energy ecosystem.

The President emphasised that Ni-
geria is on a determined path to not 
only overhaul its energy framework 
but also to position itself as a critical 
player on the global stage. Central to 
this strategy is the operationalisation 
of local refi ning initiatives and the 
historic designation of Nigeria as the 
host country for the headquarters of 
the Africa Energy Bank (AEB). In tan-
dem with the enactment and imple-
mentation of the Petroleum Industry 
Act (PIA), these measures are set to 
create an environment where both 
domestic and international investors 
can thrive. The government’s efforts 
are tailored to harness the country’s 
vast energy resources and catalyse 
sustainable growth while establish-
ing Nigeria as a beacon of energy in-
novation in Africa and beyond.

Cover Story

By William Emmanuel Ukpoju

... Africa’s Oil is a Catalyst for Economic 
Transformation - Al-Ghais 
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President Tinubu’s Vision: Trans-
forming an Energy Landscape

During the ceremonial proceed-
ings, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s 
vision for Nigeria’s energy sector was 
clearly articulated. Although not phys-
ically present, the President’s voice 
resonated through his representa-
tive’s words, emphasising that the 
nation is poised for a dramatic trans-
formation. President Tinubu’s admin-
istration has embarked on a mission 
to overhaul the energy ecosystem, 
making deliberate policy shifts that 
pave the way for long-term economic 
growth and energy security.

According to the President’s address, 
the emphasis is on establishing a resil-
ient energy system capable of meeting 
both current and future challenges. The 
transformative agenda highlights stra-
tegic investments in diverse areas such 
as oil and gas exploration, renewable 
energy, domestic refining and petro-
chemicals, power generation and trans-
mission, hydrogen production, and the 
extraction of critical energy minerals. 
Each of these sectors is regarded as 
a cornerstone in building a diversified 
energy portfolio that reduces reliance 
on any single source while ensuring 
energy accessibility and affordability for 
millions of Nigerians.

President Tinubu’s administration 
has also introduced a host of fiscal 
incentives and streamlined regula-
tory processes. These measures are 
designed to create an investor-friend-
ly climate, one where public-private 

partnerships flourish and long-term 
profitability is achievable. “Sustain-
able energy development requires 
significant investment,” the President 
noted, underscoring his administra-
tion’s commitment to fostering an 
ecosystem that is not only compet-
itive but also capable of driving for-
ward an inclusive and environmental-
ly conscious energy revolution.

Pioneering Gas Infrastructure: The 
NNPC’s Strategic Role

In one of the day’s most antici-
pated addresses, the Group Chief 
Executive Officer of NNPC Ltd, Dr. 
Mele Kyari, took centre stage to dis-
cuss the critical role of natural gas 
in Nigeria’s energy future. Speaking 
under the theme “Africa’s Energy Re-
naissance: Unlocking Opportunities 
for Global Investors,” Kyari painted a 
compelling picture of Nigeria’s stra-
tegic position as the largest producer 
of oil and gas on the continent.

Kyari highlighted that while oil 
continues to play a pivotal role in 
meeting global energy demand, the 
future lies in harnessing the potential 
of natural gas—a resource that is not 
only abundant in Nigeria but also es-
sential in bridging the gap in energy 
access. He drew attention to a criti-
cal challenge: over 70% of the Nigeri-
an population currently lacks access 
to clean cooking gas, and more than 
half of the populace still does not 
have reliable electricity. These fig-
ures, he argued, create a significant 
opportunity for gas to serve as a 
transformative force in the country’s 
energy narrative.

According to Kyari, Nigeria’s em-
phasis on gas is far from a mere 
transitional measure. Instead, it is 
a strategic pivot towards a sustain-
able and inclusive energy future. His 
remarks underscored the need for 
robust infrastructure development, 
including the expansion of gas pipe-
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The President emphasised 
that Nigeria is on a de-

termined path to not only 
overhaul its energy frame-
work but also to position 

itself as a critical player on 
the global stage. Central to 
this strategy is the opera-

tionalisation of local refining 
initiatives and the historic 

designation of Nigeria as the 
host country for the head-

quarters of the Africa Energy 
Bank (AEB). In tandem with 
the enactment and imple-

mentation of the Petroleum 
Industry Act (PIA), these 

measures are set to create 
an environment where both 
domestic and international 

investors can thrive.
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lines, storage facilities, and related 
technologies. He stressed that the 
government’s initiatives—supported 
by targeted fiscal incentives and a 
conducive regulatory framework—
are key to unlocking this potential. 
The CEO also alluded to the positive 
impact of President Tinubu’s Exec-
utive Order on Oil & Gas, which has 
streamlined processes and provided 
much-needed confidence for inves-
tors making significant capital com-
mitments in the sector.

The NNPC’s aggressive drive to 
expand gas infrastructure is seen as 
a critical device for driving Nigeria’s 
economy. By building the necessary 
infrastructure, the agency is not only 
ensuring that domestic industries 
receive the power they need to grow, 
but it is also laying the foundation 
for future energy exports. This dual 
focus on domestic development and 
global competitiveness is emblemat-
ic of Nigeria’s broader energy strate-
gy—a strategy that seeks to position 
the country at the forefront of Afri-
ca’s energy renaissance.

Global Collaboration: OPEC’s Pledge 
and Africa’s Oil Potential

While Nigeria’s domestic reforms 
have captured much attention, the 
summit also served as a platform 
for reinforcing international commit-
ments. The Organisation of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
reiterated its longstanding pledge to 
unlock Africa’s full oil potential—a 
message that resonated deeply with 
the continent’s energy leaders. In a 
dynamic session, OPEC Secretary 
General Haitham Al-Ghais under-

scored that Africa’s vast oil reserves, 
estimated at around 120 billion bar-
rels, remain an untapped treasure 
trove that holds immense promise 
for both regional and global markets.

Al-Ghais’s address was both a 
celebration of Africa’s oil resources 
and a call to action. He stressed that 
the continent’s wealth of oil reserves 
should not be sidelined in the global 
push for energy transition. Rather, it 
must be seen as a vital component 
of the world’s energy mix for years 
to come. With Nigeria at the helm, 
Africa’s oil production is positioned 
to not only meet domestic needs but 
also to play a crucial role in satisfying 
global demand. The Secretary Gener-
al’s comments echoed the sentiment 
that unlocking Africa’s oil potential 
will require a collaborative effort be-
tween governments, international 
organisations, and private investors.

Moreover, Al-Ghais noted that 
Africa’s oil sector is not merely a re-
source to be extracted, but a catalyst 
for economic transformation. With 
half of OPEC’s member countries 
hailing from Africa—including ma-
jor players like Nigeria, Algeria, and 
others—the partnership between 
the continent and the organisation 
is both deep-rooted and strategic. 
By fostering an investment-enabling 
environment and providing the nec-
essary capital, OPEC aims to help Af-
rican nations overcome the challeng-
es posed by infrastructure deficits 
and market volatility, thus ensuring 
a stable and secure supply of oil for 
the future.

Indigenous Transformation and the 
Rise of Local Players

The summit’s discussions also 
shed light on a transformative shift in 
Nigeria’s energy sector—one where 
indigenous companies are increas-
ingly taking centre stage. The wave 
of divestments by International Oil 
Companies (IOCs) has created op-
portunities for domestic players to 
step in and drive production. This 
shift has been hailed by leaders such 
as Abdulrazaq Isa, Chairman of the 
Independent Petroleum Producers 
Group (IPPG), who emphasised that 
Nigerian indigenous firms now con-
tribute to nearly 50% of the nation’s 
oil and gas output.

The divestment process, which 
has seen major IOC assets trans-
ferred to locally managed enterpris-
es, represents a watershed moment 
for Nigeria’s energy landscape. Isa 
pointed out that the successful com-
pletion of these deals has not only 
boosted the confidence of indige-
nous investors but also signalled a 
broader transformation towards a 
more self-reliant energy sector. With 
indigenous companies now playing 
a more prominent role in exploration, 
production, and value chain develop-
ment, Nigeria is poised to harness its 
resources more effectively and drive 
economic diversification.

The renewed focus on local capac-
ity is not limited to oil and gas. Indig-
enous companies are also expanding 
their interests into petrochemicals, 
domestic refining, and renewable 
energy. This diversified approach is 
expected to create a multiplier ef-
fect across the economy, stimulating 

w
or

dv
is

io
ni

ct
ur

es
.p

ix
ie

se
t.c

om

w
or

dv
is

io
ni

ct
ur

es
.p

ix
ie

se
t.c

om

Cover Story

28

02:25



growth in sectors such as manufac-
turing, agriculture, transportation, 
and construction. By anchoring the 
energy sector in local expertise, Ni-
geria is not only positioning itself to 
capture greater value from its natural 
resources but also building a more 
resilient and competitive economy 
that can withstand global market 
fluctuations.

Strategic Partnerships: Investing 
Beyond Loans

Amidst the discussions on invest-
ment and infrastructure development, 
a recurring theme at the summit 
was the need for strategic partner-
ships over traditional loan-based 
financing. Sen. Heineken Lokpobiri, 
Nigeria’s Minister of State for Petro-
leum Resources (Oil), was one of the 
vocal proponents of this approach. 
Speaking with conviction, Lokpobiri 
argued that Africa does not need to 
be burdened with loans; instead, the 
continent should pursue collaborative 
investments that drive mutual growth 
and yield long-term returns.

Lokpobiri’s remarks were partic-
ularly impactful in highlighting the 
changing dynamics of international fi-
nance. During a high-profile panel dis-
cussion at Davos, he famously point-
ed out that while some nations were 
quick to offer loans, what Africa truly 
needed were investments—capital 
injections that came with a shared vi-
sion for sustainable development. His 
argument was underpinned by the ob-
servation that strategic partnerships, 
rather than onerous loans, can unlock 
the full potential of Africa’s abundant 
energy resources.

In his address, the minister detailed 
how the current policy framework 
under President Tinubu’s administra-
tion has successfully transformed 
Nigeria into a magnet for global in-
vestment. Through a combination of 
fiscal incentives, regulatory reforms, 
and the completion of long-pending 
divestment deals, Nigeria has demon-
strated that it is a secure and attrac-
tive destination for energy investors. 
Lokpobiri also hinted at the imminent 
arrival of substantial capital inflows—
citing figures in the region of 20 billion 
dollars—intended to further bolster 
the country’s energy infrastructure. 
This shift from dependency on ex-
ternal financing to harnessing robust 
international partnerships marks a 
significant paradigm shift in the con-
tinent’s approach to solving its energy 
challenges.

The emphasis on partnerships 
over loans is not just an economic 
stance—it also speaks to a broad-
er philosophy of empowerment. By 
forging strategic alliances with in-
vestors and technology partners, 
Nigeria and its African counterparts 
are asserting their right to control 
their own energy destiny. This mod-
el of collaboration is designed to 
spur innovation, ensure technology 
transfer, and foster a self-sustaining 
energy ecosystem that benefits all 
stakeholders.

A Vision for a Self-Reliant Africa: 
APPO’s Defining Address

Perhaps one of the most stir-
ring moments of the summit came 
during the final keynote address de-
livered by H.E. Dr. Omar Farouk Ibra-

him, Secretary General of the African 
Petroleum Producers’ Organization 
(APPO). In what would be his last ad-
dress as he concluded his tenure, Dr. 
Ibrahim offered a powerful critique 
of longstanding narratives that have 
traditionally portrayed Africa as a 
continent dependent on external ex-
pertise and finance.

Dr. Ibrahim’s speech was both a 
reflection and a call to arms—a chal-
lenge to the mindset that has for 
too long sidelined Africa’s inherent 
potential. He observed that for de-
cades, Africa has been exporting its 
energy resources while millions of its 
citizens remain deprived of reliable 
access to power and cooking fuel. 
“In the last three-quarters of the cen-
tury,” he noted, “Africa has produced 
energy for the world, yet its people 
continue to suffer from chronic en-
ergy poverty.” His words were a stark 
reminder of the paradox that plagues 
the continent: a land rich in natural 
resources, yet marred by a history of 
underdevelopment and external de-
pendency.

Dr. Ibrahim further called on Afri-
can leaders, industry stakeholders, 
and policymakers to break free from 
the shackles of a colonial mind-
set—one that has long dictated that 
Africa must rely on foreign finance, 
technology, and expertise to prog-
ress. Instead, he championed a vi-
sion of self-reliance where African 
nations harness their own ingenui-
ty, pool resources, and collaborate 
to overcome common challenges. 
Highlighting the establishment of 
the Africa Energy Bank—a venture 
that saw strategic collaboration with 
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Afrexim Bank. “If Africa must change 
for the better, and do so with the 
speed that its teeming youth popu-
lation expects, we need to critically 
question many of the received wis-
doms that shape the thoughts of our 
leaders and our people including our 
academia, media, politicians, military, 
our businessmen and women and 
our industrialists. It is the recognition 
of this need for Africa to look within 
first, to solutions and find solutions 
to its challenges that informed AP-
PO’s decision to partner with Afrix-
enbank to found the Africa Energy 
Bank. Let me use this opportunity to 
recognise the critical role played in 
this effort by H.E. Gabriel Mbaga Obi-
ang Lima, of Equatorial Guinea who 
is here with us.” 

Dr. Ibrahim celebrated Nigeria’s 
pivotal role in supporting and driv-
ing this initiative. “This is my last 
address as President and Secretary 
General of APPO, I’ll be finishing my 
second term this year and I want to 
use this opportunity to express my 
deep appreciation to the government 
and good people of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria and all APPO mem-
ber countries for the support I got 
during my tenure. Nigeria, through 
the NNPC, is the highest contributor 
to the Africa Energy Bank.”

His message was unequivocal: for 
Africa to truly harness its vast ener-
gy resources and build a trillion-dol-
lar economy, it must look inward 
first and then extend its reach out-
ward only when all local capacities 
have been maximised. Dr. Ibrahim’s 
speech resonated with a call for uni-
ty, urging the continent’s 54 nations 
to put aside individual interests and 
work collectively towards a common 
goal. “No single country,” he stressed, 
“has all the solutions to the energy 
challenges we face. But together, 
through genuine collaboration and 
resource pooling, we have the po-
tential to revolutionise our energy 
landscape.” His words were a clarion 
call for decolonising not only the eco-
nomic but also the intellectual and 
technological paradigms that have 
long governed Africa’s development.

Bridging Continents: Connecting In-
vestors with Africa’s Energy Poten-
tial

The overarching theme of NIES 
2025—“Bridging Continents: Connect-
ing Investors Worldwide with Africa’s 

Energy Potential”—was not merely a 
slogan but an actionable framework 
reflected in every address and initia-
tive announced during the opening 
ceremony. Throughout the event, 
there was a palpable sense of urgen-
cy and optimism. The collective vision 
expressed by speakers underscored 
that Africa’s energy future is one 
where boundaries—both geographi-
cal and ideological—are transcended 
in favour of a more integrated and co-
operative global energy market.

Leaders from various sectors rec-
ognised that the challenges faced by 
Nigeria and the wider African conti-
nent are not unique but are shared 
by many emerging markets around 
the world. In an era marked by rap-
id technological change, evolving 
market demands, and environmental 
imperatives, the need for an invest-
ment-friendly, collaborative energy 
ecosystem is more pressing than 
ever. This summit has therefore pro-
vided a platform for stakeholders 
from across the globe to converge, 
exchange ideas, and forge partner-
ships that will drive innovation and 
economic growth.

Investors were given a glimpse 
into a future where Nigeria, leveraging 
its strategic geographic location and 
abundant resources, can serve as the 
gateway to Africa’s vast energy mar-
kets. The promise of a stable fiscal 
environment, bolstered by progres-
sive reforms and robust public-private 
partnerships, was a recurring motif 
throughout the day. With the govern-
ment’s unwavering support and the 
private sector’s renewed confidence, 
the stage is set for a new era in which 
Nigeria and Africa lead the charge in 
global energy transformation.

The Road Ahead: Opportunities, 
Challenges, and a Renewed Sense 
of Purpose

As the opening ceremony of NIES 
2025 drew to a close, the air was 

thick with anticipation and a renewed 
sense of purpose. The summit is not 
just a celebration of achievements 
but a roadmap for the future. With 
a clear focus on harnessing indige-
nous capacities, leveraging interna-
tional partnerships, and reforming 
policy frameworks, Nigeria is poised 
to tackle the energy challenges of the 
21st-century head-on.

However, the journey ahead is not 
without its challenges. Infrastruc-
ture deficits, regulatory hurdles, and 
the need for continuous technolog-
ical innovation remain significant 
obstacles. Yet, the recurring theme 
throughout the day was one of de-
termination and resilience. Whether 
it was the government’s unwavering 
commitment to reforms, the NNPC’s 
strategic focus on gas infrastruc-
ture, or the visionary addresses from 
OPEC, IPPG, and APPO, every stake-
holder acknowledged that the road 
to a truly sustainable energy future 
requires collaborative efforts, contin-
uous innovation, and an unyielding 
commitment to progress.

Investment in domestic capac-
ity—ranging from local refining to 
renewable energy projects—is ex-
pected to yield dividends not only in 
terms of economic growth but also 
in improving the quality of life for mil-
lions of Nigerians. The integration of 
sustainable practices into the energy 
sector is seen as a critical factor in 
reducing the environmental impact 
of fossil fuels while ensuring energy 
security for future generations. With 
the support of international partners 
and a growing ecosystem of local 
enterprises, Nigeria is on track to re-
define what it means to be an energy 
powerhouse in Africa.

The summit has also underscored 
the importance of rethinking tradi-
tional funding models. The emphasis 
on partnerships over loans, as artic-
ulated by industry leaders, reflects 
a broader trend towards building 
financial frameworks that are more 
sustainable and less burdened by 
debt. This approach not only attracts 
foreign investment but also ensures 
that the economic benefits are dis-
tributed more equitably among the 
local population. Such a model is 
crucial in fostering an environment 
where innovation thrives and where 
the energy sector can become a true 
engine of national development.

Investment in domestic 
capacity—ranging from local 
refining to renewable energy 
projects—is expected to yield 
dividends not only in terms 

of economic growth but also 
in improving the quality of 

life for millions of Nigerians.
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A New Dawn for Nigeria and Africa
Overall, the opening ceremony 

of the Nigeria International Ener-
gy Summit 2025 was a landmark 
event that encapsulated the spirit 
of transformation and collaboration. 
With visionary leadership, a renewed 
commitment to domestic energy 
reforms, and an inclusive strategy 
for harnessing the continent’s vast 
resources, Nigeria is charting a bold 
new course. The summit’s dynamic 
sessions have reaffirmed that Afri-
ca’s energy future is one where local 
ingenuity and international cooper-
ation converge to create an ecosys-
tem that is resilient, diversified, and 
forward-looking.

As leaders from across the globe 
gathered in Abuja, the message was 
clear: Nigeria is not merely participat-
ing in the global energy conversation—
it is leading it. The country’s emphasis 
on sustainable energy development, 
strategic investments in gas and oil 
infrastructure, and the transforma-
tive role of indigenous players paints 
a picture of a nation on the cusp of a 
major energy renaissance. In doing 
so, Nigeria is setting an example for 
other emerging markets, demonstrat-
ing that with the right policies, part-
nerships, and investments, even the 
most entrenched challenges can be 
overcome.

The Nigeria International Energy 

Summit 2025 stands as a testament 
to the power of vision and collabora-
tion. It has illuminated the path to-
wards a future where Africa’s energy 
resources are harnessed not only for 
export but for the enrichment of its 
people. With a new dawn on the hori-
zon, the continent is poised to break 
free from the cycles of dependency 
and embrace a future defined by in-
novation, self-reliance, and sustain-
able growth.

In the words of the summit’s many 
leaders, the time has come to bridge 
continents, connect investors, and 
unlock the full potential of Africa’s 
energy landscape. As Nigeria con-
tinues to drive reforms and inspire 
confidence across the global energy 
market, the legacy of NIES 2025 will 
undoubtedly be remembered as a 
turning point—a moment when a na-
tion redefined its destiny and set the 
stage for a brighter, more inclusive 
future for all.

With its comprehensive agenda, 
forward-thinking policy measures, 
and a clear call for unity and in-
vestment, the Nigeria International 
Energy Summit 2025 has laid the 
foundation for a revolutionary trans-
formation in the energy sector. The 
summit not only served as a plat-
form for high-level discourse but also 
as a rallying cry for all stakeholders—
government, industry, and interna-

tional partners—to come together 
and shape a future where energy is 
accessible, sustainable, and a true 
driver of economic prosperity.

As Nigeria embarks on this excit-
ing journey, it is clear that the coun-
try is no longer content with being 
a mere supplier of raw energy. In-
stead, it aspires to become a leader 
in energy transformation—a model 
for how nations can leverage their 
natural resources, foster indigenous 
innovation, and build a resilient, di-
versified economy. This bold vision, 
championed by President Tinubu 
and echoed by all who took the stage 
at NIES 2025, signals a new era for 
Nigeria and, by extension, for Africa.

Looking ahead, the success of Ni-
geria’s energy reforms will depend on 
the continued collaboration between 
government agencies, private sector 
leaders, and international investors. 
The strategies unveiled during the 
summit—ranging from local refining 
initiatives to the expansion of gas 
infrastructure and the nurturing of 
indigenous energy players—offer a 
robust roadmap for achieving long-
term energy security and economic 
stability. Moreover, the emphasis on 
strategic partnerships over tradition-
al financing models provides a re-
freshing perspective on how to drive 
sustainable development in a rapidly 
changing global landscape.
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“Transparency is the Key to 
Restoring Trust in Nigeria’s Oil 

and Gas Sector” – Kingsley

The Nigerian oil and gas sector stands as one of the most significant contributors to the na-
tion’s economy, yet it is mired in challenges surrounding transparency, accountability, and gov-
ernance. For decades, the industry has been plagued by allegations of corruption, environmental 

degradation, and mismanagement of resources, with a substantial portion of oil revenues reportedly 
lost to inefficiencies and opaque financial practices. This environment has fostered a critical need for 
robust investigative journalism that not only exposes malpractices but also holds both government 
agencies and oil companies accountable for their actions.

In Nigeria, regulatory frameworks such as the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) 
and the Nigerian Content Development and Monitoring Board (NCDMB) have been instituted to en-
hance transparency and promote local participation. However, despite these mechanisms, accessing 
accurate and timely data remains a formidable challenge. Discrepancies between official reports and 
independent investigations are not uncommon, and verifying data on revenue flows, environmental 
impacts, and beneficial ownership continues to be an uphill task for journalists. In many cases, data 
on oil spills, gas flaring, and operational disruptions are either under-reported or obscured by conflict-
ing figures from various stakeholders, further complicating efforts to provide a clear picture of the 
sector's operations.

Investigative journalists have taken up the mantle of ensuring that the public is well-informed about 
these issues. Through painstaking fieldwork, data triangulation, and the use of advanced technolog-
ical tools such as geospatial analysis and artificial intelligence, journalists have been able to track 
money trails and expose instances of malfeasance. Their work is not only vital for fostering public de-
bate but also for influencing policy reforms that aim to improve the sector’s transparency. Prominent 
cases, such as the long-standing controversies surrounding gas flaring and oil spills in the Niger Delta, 
underscore the human and environmental costs of inadequate regulatory oversight. For example, in-
dependent investigations and satellite data have revealed that the volume of oil spilt in the Niger Delta 
far exceeds official estimates, and communities continue to suffer from the resultant ecological and 
health impacts.

The environment in which these journalists operate is itself fraught with risks. Reports indicate that 
those covering sensitive topics in the oil and gas sector face physical threats, legal intimidation, and 
even violent attacks. These dangers not only compromise individual safety but also lead to self-cen-
sorship and a decline in the quality of investigative reporting. Despite these challenges, dedicated 
journalists continue to persevere, driven by the belief that transparent reporting is essential for social 
justice and the sustainable development of Nigeria’s vast natural resources.

In this interview with Kingsley E. A., Valuechain Magazine aims to delve deeper into the experiences, 
methodologies, and ethical considerations of journalists covering transparency issues in Nigeria’s 
oil and gas sector. By exploring questions around data verification, the management of investigative 
challenges, the tangible impacts of reporting on local communities, the balance between protecting 
sources and public accountability, and the role of emerging technologies in uncovering hidden narra-
tives, we seek to understand the critical role journalism plays in fostering accountability. In doing so, 
this dialogue not only sheds light on the inner workings of the industry but also underscores the trans-
formative potential of honest and rigorous investigative journalism in a nation where natural resource 
wealth has often come at a high social and environmental cost.

Interview
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In your reporting on Nigeria’s oil and 
gas industry, how do you verify the 
accuracy of financial and environ-
mental data, given the challenges 
in accessing reliable information?

In my reporting, verifying finan-
cial and environmental data is 
crucial. I cross-check figures with 
multiple sources—government re-
ports (such as those from NEITI or 
the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission), indepen-
dent audits, and industry publica-
tions. I also use satellite imagery 
and data provided by initiatives 
like the National Data Repository 
to confirm reported figures. Where 
discrepancies exist, I consult ex-
perts and rely on peer-reviewed 
studies or data from reputable 
organisations to triangulate the 
information. This multi-source 
approach helps me overcome the 
challenge of opaque data and en-
sure that my reports are as accu-
rate and credible as possible.

What obstacles have you en-
countered when trying to uncover 
opaque practices or hidden finan-
cial flows in the oil and gas sector, 
and how have you overcome them?

Reporting on Nigeria’s oil and 
gas industry comes with a host of 
challenges. I’ve encountered diffi-

culties such as restricted access 
to internal company documents, 
reluctance by sources to speak due 
to fear of retribution, and conflict-
ing figures from official agencies. 
To overcome these obstacles, I 
build long-term relationships with 
insider sources, attend industry 
conferences, and often partner 
with local civil society organisa-
tions that work on transparency 
and accountability. I also leverage 
technology tools—data scraping, 
social media analysis, and geospa-
tial intelligence—to corroborate sto-
ries independently. These methods 
not only help me piece together the 
facts but also ensure that my re-
porting is balanced and thorough.

Can you share a case where your in-
vestigative work on transparency in 

the industry led to real change for 
local communities?

One case that stands out in-
volved investigating the environ-
mental and economic fallout from 
an oil spill in the Niger Delta. My 
team and I tracked how inaccurate 
reporting on spill volumes and de-
layed responses by the oil compa-
nies affected local fishing commu-
nities. Our investigation uncovered 
discrepancies between official 
figures and community accounts. 
When we published our findings, 
local NGOs used the report to press 
for better compensation and envi-
ronmental remediation. Eventually, 
this led to renewed government 
oversight and a commitment from 
the company to improve its spill re-
sponse protocols—demonstrating 
that well-documented journalism 
can lead to tangible improvements 
for affected communities.

How do you balance the need to 
protect confidential sources while 
ensuring your reports contribute to 
greater transparency in a sensitive 
sector?

Protecting confidential sources 
is paramount, yet transparency 
remains the ultimate goal. I al-
ways anonymise names and lo-
cations when necessary and use 

Interview

 I always anonymise names 
and locations when necessary 
and use secure communica-
tion channels to protect my 

informants. At the same time, 
I ensure that my reporting 
includes verifiable facts by 

cross-referencing statements 
with public records and inde-

pendent data sources.
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secure communication channels 
to protect my informants. At the 
same time, I ensure that my re-
porting includes verifiable facts 
by cross-referencing statements 
with public records and indepen-
dent data sources. It’s a constant 
balance: I maintain rigorous edito-
rial standards and fact-checking 
procedures while safeguarding my 
sources’ identities so that my sto-
ries can drive accountability with-
out putting individuals at risk.

What reforms or initiatives do you 
believe would most effectively im-
prove transparency in Nigeria’s oil 
and gas operations, and how can 
journalism drive this change?

Looking ahead, I believe the in-
dustry would benefit most from 
mandatory, real-time disclosure 
of key data points—such as reve-
nue flows, environmental impact 
assessments, and spill response 
times—through a centralised 
public platform. Reforms should 
include stronger whistleblower 
protections, a legally binding ben-
eficial ownership registry, and en-
hanced collaboration between reg-
ulatory agencies and independent 
auditors. Journalism plays a piv-
otal role by continuously following 
the money, tracking policy chang-
es, and shining a light on both 
progress and setbacks. By doing 
so, we can hold industry players 
accountable and drive the kind of 
systemic change that improves 
transparency for all stakeholders.

How do you manage potential bias-
es when covering politically sensi-
tive topics like oil revenue, corrup-
tion, or environmental abuses?

In politically charged sectors, I 
take extra steps to manage bias-
es and ensure balanced report-
ing. I rely on multiple, independent 
sources—including government 
documents, data from bodies like 
NEITI and the NCDMB, and testi-
mony from local communities—to 
triangulate facts. I also engage in 
continuous peer review within my 
newsroom and consult external 
experts to challenge any assump-
tions that might colour my analy-

sis. Transparency in my methods 
and a commitment to disclosing 
any potential conflicts of interest 
further help maintain an objective 
stance, even when the subject 
matter is deeply sensitive.

What role do emerging technolo-
gies—such as data analytics and 
artificial intelligence—play in im-
proving transparency in Nigeria’s 
oil and gas sector, and how have 
you integrated these tools into your 
investigations?

Emerging technologies have 
revolutionised how we approach 
investigative journalism in the oil 
and gas sector. Data analytics and 
AI help process vast amounts of 
information—from satellite im-
agery verifying oil spill extents to 
machine-learning models tracking 
discrepancies in revenue data. By 
leveraging these tools, I can de-
tect patterns and anomalies that 
traditional reporting might miss, 
providing a more rigorous, evi-
dence-based account of events. 
For example, using geospatial 
analysis tools alongside official 

reports has enabled me to high-
light discrepancies in environmen-
tal data. This integration not only 
strengthens the credibility of my 
findings but also fosters a more 
transparent dialogue between 
stakeholders, regulatory agencies, 
and the public.

Kingsley E. A. is a seasoned 
freelance journalist renowned 

for his incisive investigative 
reporting on Nigeria’s oil and gas 
sector. With over a decade of ex-
perience, Kingsley has become a 
trusted voice in exposing corrup-
tion, environmental degradation, 
and financial opacity within one 

of Africa’s most critical indus-
tries. His work combines tradi-
tional reporting with innovative 

data analytics and geospatial 
technologies, enabling him to 

verify complex financial and envi-
ronmental data that often remain 

shrouded in secrecy. Kingsley’s 
reporting has illuminated the 

stark realities of oil spills, gas 
flaring, and the human cost of 
resource exploitation, giving a 
platform to local communities 

affected by these issues.
Driven by a passion for truth 
and accountability, Kingsley 

navigates a challenging media 
landscape marked by political 

pressure and personal risk. His 
commitment to ethical journal-
ism is evident in his meticulous 

approach to data verification and 
source protection. By balancing 
rigorous investigative methods 

with a steadfast dedication to 
protecting confidential sources, 

he ensures that his work not 
only informs the public but also 

empowers stakeholders and poli-
cymakers to drive reform. King-

sley’s contributions have signifi-
cantly advanced transparency in 

Nigeria’s extractive industries, 
earning him recognition among 

peers and advocacy groups alike. 
His ongoing efforts continue 

to inspire a new generation of 
journalists committed to shed-
ding light on issues that impact 

millions across the nation.

Interview

Looking ahead, I believe 
the industry would bene-
fit most from mandatory, 
real-time disclosure of 
key data points—such 
as revenue flows, en-
vironmental impact 

assessments, and spill 
response times—through 
a centralised public plat-

form. Reforms should 
include stronger whis-

tleblower protections, a 
legally binding beneficial 
ownership registry, and 

enhanced collabora-
tion between regulatory 
agencies and indepen-

dent auditors.
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Professor Omowumi O. Iledare

Expanding Energy Access in Africa: 
Th e Role of Technology, Public 

Policy, and Economics

Preamble 
Energy access is a fundamental 

driver of economic development, 
social progress, and environmen-
tal sustainability. However, in many 
parts of Africa, millions of individu-
als still lack reliable access to mod-
ern energy services. Although urban 
areas typically enjoy better energy 
access, rural electrifi cation remains 
low, leaving nearly 600 million peo-
ple in Africa without electricity. Ad-
dressing this challenge necessitates 
a multidimensional approach that 
encompasses availability, affordabil-
ity, accessibility, sustainability, secu-
rity, adaptability, energy effi ciency, 
and social equity. 

By integrating innovative technol-
ogies, forward-thinking public poli-
cies, and well-structured economic 
incentives, Africa can enhance ener-

gy access and bridge the apparent 
energy gap.  The aim of this op-ed 
is to review some key elements of 
energy access to enable innovative 
technologies, policy instruments, 
and economic incentives in expand-
ing energy access in Africa. Let me 
acknowledge my former doctoral 
students, Dr. Clement Oteng and Dr. 
Joseph Asafo, UCC Institute for Oil 
and Gas, Cape Coast, for their con-
tributions to this op-ed.

Energy Access Expansion Elements
Energy access is a multidimen-

sional concept that encompasses 
various aspects of accessing mod-
ern energy services. The key dimen-
sions of energy access, which inno-
vation, policies, and incentives can 
enhance are grouped into several 
broad categories as follows:

Availability -- The presence of 
energy infrastructure, including na-
tional grids, mini-grids, and off-grid 
systems, is essential for achieving 
energy access. Numerous rural ar-
eas in Africa remain unconnected 
to the central grid due to geographic 
and economic constraints according 
to Cyril et al., in 2024. Decentralized 
energy solutions, such as mini-grids 
and solar home systems, are increas-
ingly viable alternatives for supplying 
energy to remote communities. 

However, ensuring the reliability 
of energy supply presents a signif-
icant challenge, as many existing 
infrastructures experience frequent 
outages and operational ineffi cien-
cies. For example, in countries such 
as Nigeria and Kenya, solar mini-
grids have been prioritized to elec-
trify rural areas and feed electricity 

w
or

ld
ba

nk
.o

rg

Guest Column

35

02:25



into the national grid. In Senegal, 
solar mini-grids are considered the 
second-best option for rural elec-
trification, following grid extension 
according to Lwakatare et al. (2024). 
It is estimated that settlements lo-
cated more than one kilometer from 
an existing grid should be electrified 
using solar mini grids.

Affordability -- Even when energy 
infrastructure is available, afford-
ability remains a significant barrier. 
The prohibitive costs associated 
with electricity and clean cooking 
fuels make them inaccessible to 
low-income households. Traditional 
biomass sources, such as firewood 
and charcoal, are the most afford-
able options; however, they come 
with significant health and environ-
mental drawbacks. While liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) is gaining 
popularity in urban areas, it remains 
costly for low-income households. 
Electric cooking is a feasible alterna-
tive where electricity is both afford-
able and dependable, but prohibitive 
costs and supply instability hinder 
its widespread adoption.

Innovative financing models, 
such as pay-as-you-go (PAYGO) so-
lar, microfinancing, and subsidies 
for renewable energy adoption, can 
improve the affordability of energy 
services. Additionally, government 
policies that reduce tariffs on renew-
able energy equipment and provide 
targeted financial support to vulner-
able populations can significantly 
enhance affordability.

Accessibility -- Approximately 
675 million individuals lack access 
to electricity, highlighting signifi-
cant inequalities both within and 
between nations. The majority of 
those without electricity reside in ru-
ral areas, where electrification rates 
are normally below 80%, compared 
to 97% in urban regions. Notably, 
about 69% of the global population 
without electricity is in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, which exhibits lower rural ac-
cess rates of 27% compared to an 
overall rate of 47%. There are nota-
ble variations within the region; for 
example, Malawi has only 10% rural 
access, whereas Kenya boasts a ru-
ral access rate of 72%. 

Factors such as infrastructure 

development, geographic dispar-
ities, and technological advance-
ments significantly influence energy 
service accessibility in Africa. Of the 
20 countries with a high deficit in 
access to clean fuels and cooking 
technologies between 2016 and 
2020, 10 are in Africa, including Tan-
zania (4%), the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (4%), Uganda (1%), Mada-
gascar (1%), Mozambique (5%), Gha-
na (11%), Niger (3%), Nigeria (11%), 
Kenya (16%), and Ethiopia (7%).

Physical access to energy ser-
vices is a vital aspect to consider. 
Households and businesses should 
be located near energy sources or 
have access to decentralized ener-
gy solutions that meet their specif-
ic needs. The adoption of energy 
technologies is also influenced by 
their ease of use and maintenance. 
Implementing training programs, 
designing user-friendly systems, and 
providing robust customer support 
can significantly aid communities in 
embracing modern energy solutions.

Sustainability – Sustainability in 
energy access includes both envi-
ronmental and social dimensions. 
From an environmental perspective, 
prioritizing renewable energy sourc-
es such as solar, wind, and hydro-
electric power is crucial for reducing 
carbon emissions and preventing 
ecological degradation. On the so-
cial side, sustainability means ad-
dressing energy poverty and ensur-
ing that marginalized communities 
have equitable access to energy ser-
vices. Policies that promote com-
munity participation and ownership 

of energy resources are vital for fos-
tering long-term sustainability.

Sustainability in Africa’s energy 
sector is essential for fostering long-
term economic development, envi-
ronmental protection, and social eq-
uity. Green technologies, including 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
and eco-friendly innovations, can 
distinguish industrial success from 
environmental degradation. 

These technologies minimize 
resource consumption and emis-
sions by promoting sustainable 
agriculture and manufacturing al-
ternatives, as well as encouraging 
circular and regenerative production 
and consumption. Effective environ-
mental sustainability programs rely 
on robust governance and regulato-
ry frameworks. Strong institutions 
are vital for enforcing environmental 
laws, managing resources respon-
sibly, and incentivizing sustainable 
practices. Transparent and account-
able governance enhances public 
engagement and collaboration, 
which are critical components of 
sustainability.

Security -- Energy security en-
compasses the consistency and 
predictability of energy supply. En-
ergy security in Africa, especially the 
power sector, is a critical challenge 
due to supply inconsistencies, infra-
structure weaknesses, and vulner-
ability to shocks. Frequent power 
outages and unreliable electricity 
grids can impede productivity and 
economic growth. By strengthening 
grid resilience through the imple-
mentation of smart grid technolo-
gies, energy storage solutions, and 
diversified energy sources, we can 
enhance energy security and reduce 
dependence on single-source ener-
gy infrastructures. Also, achieving 
energy security requires a strong 
governmental system for strong 
economic performance. Good gov-
ernance has been a cornerstone of 
most developed countries’ success 
stories. 

Adaptability -- Energy systems 
must adapt to evolving consumer 
demands and technological ad-
vancements. Many African coun-
tries have state-owned electricity 
utilities, such as Eskom in South 
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Energy security encompass-
es the consistency and pre-
dictability of energy supply. 

Energy security in Africa, 
especially the power sector, 

is a critical challenge due 
to supply inconsistencies, 
infrastructure weaknesses, 
and vulnerability to shocks. 
Frequent power outages and 

unreliable electricity grids 
can impede productivity and 

economic growth.
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Africa and ECG in Ghana, which 
frequently face challenges like inef-
ficiency, slow service, and bureau-
cratic delays. In contrast, private re-
newable energy providers, including 
solar pay-as-you-go companies like 
M-KOPA and Bboxx, often deliver 
superior customer service, offering 
mobile payment options and round-
the-clock support. 

Urban areas enjoy better access 
to technical assistance, whereas 
rural regions often lack trained per-
sonnel for repairs and maintenance. 
To tackle maintenance issues pro-
actively, some companies have im-
plemented mobile-based customer 
service and remote monitoring for 
solar home systems. To uphold con-
sumer confidence and satisfaction, 
it is imperative to establish robust 
customer support services, effec-
tive complaint resolution mecha-
nisms, and the flexibility to integrate 
modern technologies, such as Inter-
net of Things (IoT)-enabled energy 
management systems.

Energy Efficiency -- Promoting 
energy efficiency is a cost-effective 
strategy for expanding access to 
energy without the need to increase 
generation capacity. Energy efficien-
cy is critical for ensuring sustainable 
energy access, reducing costs, and 
improving energy security across 
the continent. Energy-efficient appli-
ances, building designs, and indus-
trial processes lower overall energy 
consumption while maintaining or 
improving service quality. Public 
awareness campaigns and govern-
ment incentives for energy-efficient 
technologies can foster widespread 
adoption.

Social Equity -- Energy access 
should be equitable for all socio-eco-
nomic groups. Rural populations, 
low-income households, and mar-
ginalized communities often face 
significant barriers to accessing 
modern energy services. Policymak-
ers must implement targeted inter-
ventions, such as lifeline tariffs, sub-
sidized renewable energy systems, 
and inclusive financing models, to 
address these disparities.

Achieving energy justice is essen-
tial for addressing the challenges of 
energy marginalization and exclu-

sion, especially in the deployment 
of renewable energy resources. So-
cial equity in energy access is cru-
cial for reducing poverty, improving 
livelihoods, and ensuring that all so-
cio-economic groups benefit from 
energy services. However, signifi-
cant disparities remain in Africa.

Energy Access Expansion Policies
Governments play a crucial role 

in fostering an environment condu-
cive to energy expansion through 
effective policies. Key approaches 
include:
1.	 Net Metering: Allowing house-

holds and businesses to produce 
their own renewable energy and 
sell excess power back to the grid 
incentivizes decentralized energy 
production.

2.	 Tax Incentives: Offering tax cred-
its or grants for investments in 
renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency lowers costs and attracts 
private sector participation.

3.	 Streamlined Permitting: Sim-
plifying and expediting the per-
mitting process for renewable 
energy projects accelerates de-
velopment and reduces bureau-
cratic hurdles.

4.	 Renewable Portfolio Standards 
(RPS): Mandating utilities to gen-
erate a specific percentage of 
their electricity from renewable 
sources promotes a consistent 
shift towards clean energy.

5.	 Energy Storage Incentives: Pro-
moting the adoption of battery 
storage systems enhances en-
ergy reliability and supports the 
integration of intermittent renew-
able sources.

Energy Access Expansion Innova-
tions

Innovation plays a crucial role in 
expanding energy access. Break-
through technologies and new busi-

ness models are making energy 
more accessible, reliable, and af-
fordable:
1.	 Off-Grid Solar: Solar home sys-

tems and mini-grids deliver reli-
able electricity to rural areas with-
out grid connections.

2.	 Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) Solar: 
This financing model enables 
customers to pay in small, man-
ageable instalments, making so-
lar energy more affordable.

3.	 Mobile Money Payments: The 
incorporation of mobile pay-
ment platforms simplifies secure 
transactions for energy services.

4.	 Energy-Efficient Appliances: De-
veloping appliances that consume 
less power improves the efficien-
cy of energy access initiatives.

5.	 Smart Grids: These grids utilize 
digital communication technolo-
gies to optimize electricity distri-
bution and minimize losses.

6.	 Community-Based Energy Proj-
ects: Local ownership and man-
agement of energy projects pro-
mote sustainability and enhance 
community engagement.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
Expanding energy access in Africa 

requires an approach that integrates 
innovative technologies, strategic 
public policies, and well-designed in-
centives. By addressing the multiple 
dimensions of energy access thus 
availability, affordability, accessibil-
ity, sustainability, security, adapt-
ability, energy efficiency, and social 
equity, African nations can create a 
robust and inclusive energy ecosys-
tem. Governments, businesses, and 
communities must work togeth-
er to implement policies, leverage 
innovations, and adopt business 
models that make modern energy 
services accessible, affordable, and 
sustainable for all. With the right in-
terventions, Africa can overcome its 
energy challenges and unlock new 
opportunities for economic growth 
and social development.
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Lake Chad, once one of Africa's 
largest freshwater lakes, has 
faced signifi cant environmen-

tal degradation over the past few 
decades. This decline has been 
exacerbated by climate change, 
overexploitation of resources, and 
conflict, particularly due to the ac-
tivities of the militant group Boko 
Haram. Securing Lake Chad from 
such threats and resuscitating it 
for economic activities not only 
has potential environmental bene-
fi ts but also plays a crucial role in 
fostering stability and development 
in the surrounding regions. This 
article explores the environmental 
impacts of securing Lake Chad, the 
benefi ts of resuscitating the lake, 
and the broader implications for 
local communities and economies.

Historically, Lake Chad was a 
vast body of water, supporting di-
verse ecosystems and providing 
livelihoods for millions of people 
in Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cam-
eroon. However, due to climate 
change and unsustainable prac-
tices, the lake has shrunk dramat-
ically, reducing its surface area by 
over 90% since the 1960s. This 
shrinkage has led to the loss of 
biodiversity, disruption of local 
ecosystems, and diminished re-
sources for communities depen-
dent on fi shing and agriculture.

Additionally, the ongoing con-
flict in the region has exacerbated 
these environmental issues. Boko 
Haram's insurgency has led to in-
creased displacement of popula-
tions, disrupting traditional land use 
practices and aggravating resource 

scarcity. As communities struggle 
for survival, overexploitation of re-
maining resources often occurs, 
further hindering the lake's recovery.

Securing Lake Chad from Boko 
Haram involves a multifaceted 
approach that includes military 
action, community engagement, 
and environmental stewardship. 
By restoring security in the region, 
it becomes possible to implement 
sustainable management practic-
es that can revitalize the lake and 
its ecosystems.

• Restoration of Governance and 
Community Participation: 

Establishing a secure environ-
ment allows for the restoration of 
governance structures and com-
munity participation in resource 
management. Local communi-
ties, when empowered, can play a 
signifi cant role in monitoring and 
managing the lake's resources 
sustainably.

• Reduction of Conflict-Driven En-
vironmental Degradation: 

Security measures can help re-
duce the environmental damage 
caused by conflict. Without the 
threat of insurgency, communities 
can engage in sustainable fi shing 
and farming practices, which are 
essential for the lake's recovery.

• Biodiversity Conservation: 
Securing the area can facilitate 

conservation efforts aimed at pro-
tecting the unique biodiversity of 
Lake Chad. Programs to restore 
wetlands and protect endangered 
species can be implemented, en-
hancing the ecological integrity of 
the lake. Resuscitating Lake Chad 
for economic activities can yield 
signifi cant environmental benefi ts 
while also providing much-needed 
economic opportunities for local 
populations.

• Sustainable Fishing Practices: 
With improved security, sus-

tainable fi shing practices can be 
promoted, allowing fi sh stocks to 
recover. This not only supports 
food security but also helps main-
tain the ecological balance of the 
lake. Community-based fi sheries 
management can ensure that 
fi shing is conducted responsibly, 
preventing overfi shing and habitat 
destruction.

• Agricultural Revitalization: 
Access to water from Lake Chad 

can revitalize agriculture in the re-
gion. With the implementation of 
sustainable irrigation practices, 

Ismaila Umaru Lere

Environmental Impacts of 
Securing the Lake Chad

Column

Access to water from Lake 
Chad can revitalize agricul-
ture in the region. With the 
implementation of sustain-

able irrigation practices, 
farmers can enhance pro-
ductivity while minimizing 

environmental impacts. Crop 
diversifi cation can also be 

encouraged, reducing depen-
dence on monocultures that 

deplete soil health.
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farmers can enhance productivity 
while minimizing environmental 
impacts. Crop diversification can 
also be encouraged, reducing de-
pendence on monocultures that 
deplete soil health.

• Ecotourism Development: 
Securing and resuscitating Lake 

Chad can open avenues for eco-
tourism, promoting conservation 
while providing economic benefits. 
By attracting tourists, local com-
munities can generate income 
through sustainable practices that 
protect the environment, such as 
wildlife watching and cultural tour-
ism.

• Climate Resilience: 
Restoring the lake's health can 

enhance its resilience to climate 
change. Healthy wetlands act as 
natural buffers against flooding 
and drought, providing essential 
ecosystem services that mitigate 
the impacts of extreme weather 
events. This resilience is crucial 
for the communities that depend 
on the lake for their livelihoods. 
The implications of securing and 

resuscitating Lake Chad extend 
beyond environmental benefits. A 
stable and sustainable Lake Chad 
has the potential to transform the 
socio-economic landscape of the 
region.

• Job Creation: 
Revitalizing economic activities 

around the lake will create jobs, re-
duce unemployment and improve 
livelihoods. Employment oppor-
tunities in fishing, agriculture, and 
tourism can empower communi-
ties, particularly youth and wom-
en, contributing to social stability.

• Community Cohesion and Peace-
building: 

Economic opportunities arising 
from a secure and sustainable 
Lake Chad can foster communi-
ty cohesion and reduce tensions. 
When communities have access 
to resources and stable liveli-
hoods, the likelihood of conflict 
diminishes, paving the way for 
peacebuilding efforts.

• Regional Cooperation: 
Securing Lake Chad can pro-

mote regional cooperation be-
tween the four countries bordering 
the lake. Collaborative manage-
ment of its resources encourages 
dialogue and partnership, foster-
ing a sense of shared responsibil-
ity for environmental stewardship.

Securing Lake Chad from Boko 
Haram and resuscitating it for eco-
nomic activities offers a pathway 
to restore both the environment 
and the livelihoods of millions of 
people in the region. The environ-
mental benefits of this endeavour 
are profound, encompassing bio-
diversity conservation, sustain-
able resource management, and 
enhanced climate resilience. Fur-
thermore, the socio-economic im-
plications, including job creation, 
community cohesion, and regional 
cooperation, underscore the im-
portance of a holistic approach to 
addressing the challenges facing 
Lake Chad. As stakeholders come 
together to secure and revital-
ize this vital ecosystem, they can 
pave the way for a sustainable fu-
ture that balances environmental 
health with economic prosperity
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Dangote crashes petrol price to N860 
per litre in Lagos
Dangote Petroleum Refinery has an-
nounced a reduction in the ex-depot 
(gantry) price of Premium Motor Spirit 
(PMS), commonly referred to as pet-
rol, by N65.00, from N890 to N825 
per litre, effective from 27th February 
2025. Under the new arrangement, 
buyers in Lagos would purchase fuel 
at N860 per litre at MRS outlets.

NCDMB commends SPDC for Nige-
rian content milestone as Mooring 
buoys are fabricated in Warri

The Nigerian Content Development 
and Monitoring Board (NCDMB) has 
commended the Shell Petroleum De-
velopment Company of Nigeria Lim-
ited (SPDC) for the in-country fabri-
cation of two Single Point Mooring 
(SPM) buoys by Prime Sources Lim-
ited (PSL,) an indigenous company 
based in Warri, Delta State. 

Shell harps on Partnerships to Devel-
op Nigerian Economy

The Shell Petroleum Development 
Company of Nigeria Limited (SPDC) 
has called for continuous collabora-
tion between professional associa-
tions in the oil and gas industry and 
government agencies to ensure the 
sector contributes more effectively to 
the socio-economic development of 
Nigeria.

NCDMB decries ‘Recycled Allega-
tions’ against It by CCSGG

Concerned that the Coalition of 
Civil Society For Good Governance 
(CCSGG) has been recruited against 
it, the Nigerian Content Development 
and Monitoring Board (NCDMB) has 
alerted the public to beware. 

It’s irresponsible – NNPC told to stop 
deceiving Nigerians about petrol im-
portation

A coalition, under the aegis of 
Good Governance Watch (GGW), has 
cautioned the Nigerian National Pe-
troleum Company Limited (NNPC) 
against deceiving Nigerians about the 
importation of petrol into the country.

Nigeria’s electricity generation hits 
new peak of 5,543.20mw – TCN

The Transmission Company of 

Nigeria (TCN) has said the country’s 
electricity generation attained a new 
peak of 5,543.20 megawatts as of 
Friday, 14 February, 2025. TCN made 
this known in a statement made avail-
able to an online medium on Wednes-
day, 19 February, 2025.

NUPRC rules out price control, says 
local refineries must operate on free 
market terms

The Nigerian Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) has 
reaffirmed that the country will not 
interfere in petroleum product pricing 
and insisted that crude oil transac-
tions must adhere to a willing-seller, 
willing-buyer framework. 

NNPC/SNEPCo donates medical 
equipment to support surgeries in 
Nigeria

The Nigeria National Petroleum 
Company Limited (NNPC) and Shell 
Nigeria Exploration and Production 
Company Limited (SNEPCo) has, joint-
ly donated medical equipment to the 

Benjamin Olowojebutu Foundation 
(BOF) to enhance healthcare outreach 
in underserved communities across 
Nigeria’s  South-West, North-Central, 
and South-South regions.

Price War: Nigerians dump NNPC 
petrol for Dangote

Many Nigerians have dumped the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Compa-
ny Limited, NNPC retail outlets for the 
Dangote Refinery, in partnership with 
MRS filling stations, in a price war. 

Talks on fuel quality just drama, bad 
marketing antics, Says Kyari

…Insists NNPC Ltd Didn’t Import 
Products This Year

…Says Importation a Standard In-
dustry Practice Worldwide

The Group Chief Executive Officer 
of NNPC Ltd, Mr. Mele Kyari has flayed 
talks about the existence of sub-stan-
dard fuel in the country, describing it 
as unfortunate drama and bad mar-
keting practice. 
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Reps hold public hearing on tax re-
form bills February 26

The House of Representatives 
has scheduled to hold public hearing 
on the controversial tax reform bills, 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025. Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu, had in October, 
2024 transmitted four tax bills to the 
Senate and House of Representatives, 
but legislative action was stalled due 
to stiff opposition especially from 
northern caucuses of the National As-
sembly.

NERC imposes stricter penalties for 
electricity meter tampering in Nigeria

The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission has rolled out new pen-
alties for individuals and businesses 
found guilty of bypassing or tamper-
ing with electricity meters. 

PANDEF Leader Edwin Clark is dead
Renowned Nigerian statesman 

and leader of the Pan Niger Delta Fo-
rum (PANDEF), Chief Edwin Kiagbodo 
Clark, has passed away at the age of 
97, Politics Nigeria has reported. 

‘Aside MRS, other marketers lift pet-
rol from Dangote Refinery’

More oil marketers are joining MRS 
in directly lifting petroleum products 
from the Dangote Refinery facility, 
following the successful commence-
ment of operations at the Dangote 
Refinery. 

Nigerians storm MRS for cheaper 
Dangote fuel

Consequent upon the release of a 
video that went viral in the social media, 
suggesting that Dangote petrol, mar-
keted by the MRS Petrol Stations, lasts 
longer than that of the NNPC, Nigerians 
seem resolute to opt for the former. 

OPEC: Dangote Refinery to lower 
petrol prices as production ramps up

According to Punch, the Organisa-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) has expressed optimism 
that Nigeria’s Dangote Petroleum Re-
finery will help stabilize fuel supply 
and reduce petrol prices as it moves 
toward full-scale operations.

Nigeria’s revenue at risk as Trump’s En-
ergy Policy shakes Global Oil Market

As Nigeria pushes forward with its 
ambitious N54.9 trillion budget for 
2025, experts are raising alarms that 
President Donald Trump’s aggressive 
energy policy could severely impact 

the nation’s revenue projections, es-
pecially its $75 per barrel crude oil 
benchmark.

Future generation to inherit $5.7b 
World Bank, AfDB loans

…N2.3 Trillion Other Debts
Nigerian electricity consumers 

face an uncertain future as the power 
sector continues to flounder under a 
staggering N7.2 trillion burden of sub-
sidies and accumulated debts. 

NMDPRA grants Falcon Corporation 
25-year gas distribution licence

The Nigerian Midstream Down-
stream Petroleum Regulatory Agency 
(NMDPRA) has granted Falcon Corpo-
ration Limited, 25-years Gas Distribu-
tion Licence (“GDL”). 

FG reduces oil theft to 5,000 barrels 
per day, boosts production

According to reports, the Nigeri-
an Upstream Petroleum Regulatory 
Commission (NUPRC) has announced 
a significant decline in crude oil theft, 
bringing the volume down to 5,000 
barrels per day. 

RISING CHARGES: Importers abandon 
Nigerian ports, prefer Togo, Ghana

Importers seeking to send goods 
to Nigeria are increasingly turning to 
other West African nations to evade 
excessive port charges. 

NCDMB, Starzs Gas, Upbeat about 
Industrialisation at Groundbreaking 
Ceremony for Integrated CNG Project

The Nigerian Content Develop-
ment and Monitoring Board (NCDMB) 
and Starzs Gas Limited were upbeat 
about growth prospects of Nigeria’s 
gas subsector and the potential boost 
to industrialisation as the ground-
breaking ceremony for a Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG) Mother Station got 

underway in Iwhreken, Ughelli South, 
Delta State. 

Claims that our fuel doesn’t last mis-
leading – NNPC

The Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited (NNPC) has firmly 
dismissed a viral video alleging that 
its premium motor spirit (PMS) falls 
short compared to fuel from Dangote 
Refinery.

Nigerians frown at NNPC for import-
ing over 200 million litres of petrol

… Despite local refineries resump-
tion

Nigerians have expressed con-
cerns over the continued importation 
of petrol by the Nigerian National Pe-
troleum Company Limited (NNPC), 
despite the reported operational re-
sumption of local refineries. 

NCDMB refutes alleged N7.7bn ex-
penditure on consultancy, says re-
port is false, malicious

“…We observe highest standards 
of accountability, transparency, and 
due process in our operations”

The Nigerian Content Development 
and Monitoring Board (NCDMB) has 
unequivocally rebutted a report (NOT 
by Valuechain) as false, malicious, and 
misleading, publication by Sahara Re-
porters on February 12, 2025, titled 
– EXCLUSIVE: NIGERIAN CONTENT 
BOARD NCDMB BOSS OGBE SPENDS 
N7 BILLION ON CONSULTANCY, OVER 
580 MILLION ON 5-DAY LONDON 
TRAINING, LOGISTICS, ALLOWANCES. 

Shell envisions bright future for Ni-
geria’s Deep-Water Oil Production 

Nigeria stands at a critical juncture 
in its energy landscape, with deep-water 
oil and gas operations positioned as a 
game-changer for the country’s energy 
security and economic development.
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With the world eagerly gear-
ing towards clean energy, 
such as renewables, there 

have been increasing concerns 
about how these energy sources 
can be stored and conserved. Over 
the years, mind-blowing technol-
ogies that could help store these 
energy alternatives, from advanced 
batteries to pumped hydro storage 
have emerged. One of the most in-
triguing of these innovations is the 
energy-storing brick.

Red bricks, mostly known for 
being one of the world’s cheapest, 
strongest and most familiar build-
ing materials have been utilized 
within the world of construction 
for over 6,000 years.  These bricks 
have been traditionally used within 
walls in different buildings be it res-
idential, commercial or industrial, 
and they have been beneficial for 
absorbing heat during the day and 
releasing that heat during the night, 
thereby keeping homes and work-
places warm. However, according 
to a study by researchers at Wash-
ington University, it has been dis-
covered that red bricks could also 
be used to store energy. Thanks to 
the red pigment within red bricks, 
they can be converted into efficient 
energy storage units. 

Imagine walls that have the ca-
pability of storing sunshine and 
releasing it at night, buildings with 
the ability to power themselves, 
and power grids that are resilient 
against disruptions. This is the 
future that energy-storing bricks 
promise. These innovative bricks 
merge seamlessly into walls, cap-
ture excess renewable energy, 
smooth out the power grid, and re-
duce reliance on fossil fuels.

Also known as ElectroBricks, 
Smart Bricks, and Energy Harvest-
ing Bricks, Energy-storing bricks are 
a novel form of concrete that aims 

to transform ordinary bricks into 
devices capable of storing electric-
ity and power devices. The tech-
nology uses a chemical process to 
convert the red pigment in standard 
bricks into a conductive plastic that 
coats the pores inside the bricks. 
This plastic acts as a supercapac-
itor, quickly storing and releasing 
large amounts of charge. With this, 
they can create intelligent, sustain-
able buildings that reduce carbon 
emissions and save energy.

Energy-storing bricks are an in-
novative approach to sustainable 
building design. They incorporate 
materials known as phase change 
materials (PCMs) within their struc-
ture. PCMs are substances that can 
absorb and release large amounts 
of thermal energy as they transition 
between solid and liquid states.

How it Works
During the day, when the build-

ing’s exterior is exposed to sunlight 
and heat, the energy-storing bricks 
absorb excess heat. As the bricks 
are warming up, the phase change 
material inside them undergoes a 
transition from solid to liquid, stor-
ing thermal energy in the process. 
The phase change process allows 

the bricks to store a significant 
amount of thermal energy within a 
narrow temperature range. This en-
ergy remains stored inside until the 
temperature drops, or until there is 
a demand for heat within the build-
ing. When the temperature cools 
down at night, for instance, the 
PCM inside the bricks starts tran-
sitioning back from a liquid state 
to a solid state. This phase change 
releases the stored thermal energy 
as heat, which then helps to keep 
the indoor environment warm and 
comfortable.

By regulating indoor tempera-
tures, energy-storing bricks help to 
reduce the need for regular heating 
and cooling systems, leading to 
energy savings as well as reduced 
carbon emissions. They also help 
to mitigate temperature fluctua-
tions and improve overall thermal 
comfort. These bricks contribute 
to better energy management, re-
duced reliance on fossil fuels, and 
a more sustainable built environ-
ment. They can be particularly ben-
eficial in regions with significant 
temperature fluctuations.

Types of Energy-Storing Bricks
Energy-storing bricks are an in-

Turning Red Bricks into Powerhouses of 
Renewable Energy

By Adaobi Rhema Oguejiofor
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novative technology that integrates 
energy storage capabilities into 
conventional building materials. 
These specialized bricks can store 
and release energy, offering a sus-
tainable and efficient way to power 
buildings. There are several types 
of energy-storing bricks, each with 
unique properties and applications.

One type is supercapacitor 
bricks, which are coated with a 
conductive polymer and an elec-
trolyte to create supercapacitors—
fast-charging, high-power energy 
storage units. These bricks can be 
connected to renewable energy 
sources like solar panels to store 
excess electricity for later use. This 
feature makes them an ideal solu-
tion for sustainable energy sys-
tems. Another category is thermal 
energy storage bricks, which are 
filled with phase change materials 
(PCMs). These materials absorb 
and release heat during phase tran-
sitions, such as melting or freezing. 
By regulating indoor temperatures, 
these bricks reduce the need for 
conventional heating or cooling, 
thereby enhancing energy efficien-
cy in buildings. Microbial fuel cell 
bricks are another innovative type. 
These contain microbial fuel cells 
that use microbes to generate elec-
tricity from organic matter such as 
urine or wastewater. When stacked 
to form a wall, these bricks can 
power sensors or small devices, 
offering a unique way to produce 
renewable energy within a building 
structure.

Energy-storing bricks present 
numerous advantages that make 
them a promising solution for mod-
ern energy needs. One of the prima-
ry benefits is their lower cost. These 
bricks leverage the existing brick 
manufacturing infrastructure, re-
ducing the need for additional ma-
terials and specialized equipment. 
This integration helps keep produc-
tion costs low and enhances scal-
ability. Another advantage is their 
longer lifespan compared to con-
ventional batteries. These bricks 
can endure more charge-discharge 
cycles and withstand various en-
vironmental conditions without 
degrading. This durability also mit-
igates issues associated with bat-

tery disposal, which often involves 
hazardous and toxic substances. 
Energy-storing bricks also offer 
higher safety. Unlike traditional bat-
teries, they do not pose significant 
risks of fire, explosion, or leakage. 
Their ability to prevent overheating 
and overcharging further enhances 
their safety profile, making them 
suitable for residential and com-
mercial applications. Additionally, 
these bricks provide easier integra-
tion into existing structures. They 
can store energy without requir-
ing extra space or complex wiring 
systems. This adaptability makes 
them attractive to architects and 
designers looking to incorporate 
energy storage seamlessly into 
buildings while enhancing the aes-
thetic appeal.

Despite their benefits, ener-
gy-storing bricks face several chal-
lenges that limit their widespread 
adoption. One major issue is pro-
duction capacity. Converting reg-
ular bricks into energy-storing su-
percapacitors involves a complex 
coating process where a conduc-
tive polymer and an electrolyte are 
manually applied in laboratory set-
tings. For these bricks to become 
commercially viable, the production 
process needs to be automated 
and integrated with existing brick 
manufacturing lines. Low durabili-
ty is another concern. These bricks 
are exposed to environmental fac-
tors such as moisture, tempera-
ture fluctuations, and mechanical 
stress, which can degrade their 
performance over time. Maintain-
ing functionality through multiple 
charge-discharge cycles while with-
standing harsh conditions remains 
a significant technical challenge. 
Another critical limitation is the low 
energy density of energy-storing 
bricks compared to traditional bat-
teries. This means they store less 
energy per unit volume or mass, re-
stricting their ability to deliver large 
amounts of power for extended 
periods. Ongoing research focuses 
on optimizing materials, structures, 
and manufacturing processes to 
enhance energy density.

Ensuring compatibility with ex-
isting electrical infrastructure is 
also crucial. Energy-storing bricks 

must integrate seamlessly with 
current power sources, controllers, 
and loads while complying with 
building codes and safety regula-
tions. Reliable interfaces and effi-
cient connections are essential to 
facilitate their practical application 
in real-world environments. The en-
vironmental impact of these bricks 
is a double-edged sword. While 
they can reduce reliance on fossil 
fuels and promote renewable en-
ergy, their increased demand may 
lead to ecological concerns. This in-
cludes heightened mining activities 
for raw materials, deforestation, 
and emissions from the brick man-
ufacturing process. Furthermore, 
potential leakage or contamination 
from the conductive polymer and 
electrolyte poses environmental 
risks that must be carefully man-
aged. Social justice implications 
also arise with the adoption of en-
ergy-storing bricks. On the positive 
side, these bricks could provide 
affordable and reliable energy ac-
cess to low-income and marginal-
ized communities, particularly in 
remote areas. However, they may 
also exacerbate social inequalities 
depending on how they are distrib-
uted and who controls the energy 
they store. Additionally, bricks that 
power sensors or monitoring devic-
es raise privacy and security con-
cerns for building occupants.

Despite these challenges, ener-
gy-storing bricks offer immense 
potential for innovation and im-
provement. Researchers contin-
ue to address existing limitations 
through ongoing development, 
striving to make the technology 
more practical and cost-effective. 
These advancements could po-
sition energy-storing bricks as a 
game-changer in sustainable ener-
gy solutions. By enhancing energy 
efficiency in buildings, promoting 
sustainability, and creating more 
comfortable indoor environments, 
energy-storing bricks hold promise 
as a transformative technology. 
With continued investment and 
research, they could play a pivotal 
role in shaping the future of energy 
storage and building design.
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In a bid to revamp Nigeria's avia-
tion industry, Aero Contractors, 
the country's oldest private air-

line, is spreading its wings. With 
a rich history spanning over five 
decades, the airline has weathered 
numerous storms, including finan-
cial difficulties and a hostile busi-
ness environment.

During a recent courtesy visit 
to the Aero Contractors' Manag-
ing Director, Captain Ado Sanusi 
in his office at the Lagos Airport, 
the Publisher and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Valuechain Energy 
Magazine, Musa Bashir Usman, 
sat with the airline's management 
to discuss plans for expansion and 
growth.

Captain Ado Sanusi is the Chief 
Executive Officer of Aero Contrac-
tors Company of Nigeria Limited 
and a former CEO of the Nigerian 
Airspace Management Agency 
(NAMA). He has been leading the 
Company since 2020. During an 
interview, Capt. Sanusi revealed 
that Aero Contractors is poised to 
take its operations to new heights. 
With a strategic partnership with 
the Cross River State Government, 
through Cally Air, Aero is set to ex-
pand its fleet size to over 50 air-
planes in the coming years.

"We are looking at expanding 
our operations, not just in Nigeria 
but across Africa," said the airline's 
management. "We are investing 
in state-of-the-art simulators and 
training facilities to ensure that our 
pilots and crew are equipped with 
the latest skills and knowledge."

In addition to its expansion 
plans, Aero Contractors is also fo-
cusing on maintenance and repair 
services. The airline has invested 
heavily in its maintenance facility, 
which is now certified to perform 
heavy checks on Boeing 737 air-

craft. Aero has been involved in 
maintenance activities across Af-
rican countries like Ghana, Congo, 
Morocco and Mongolia.

"We are proud to be the first 

airline in Nigeria to offer mainte-
nance and repair services to oth-
er airlines," said the airline's man-
agement. "Our facility is equipped 
with the latest technology, and our 
team of experts is dedicated to 
providing top-notch services."

Aero Contractors' commitment 
to safety and customer satisfac-
tion is evident in its operations. The 
airline has implemented a range of 
measures to ensure that its pas-
sengers receive the best possible 
service, including the introduction 
of new aircraft, price slash during 
festivities and the expansion of its 
route network.

As Nigeria's aviation industry 
continues to grow, Aero Contrac-

Beyond the Skies: Aero Contractors’ Vision to 
Lead Nigeria’s Aviation and Oil Logistics

By Patience Chat Moses

Aviation

"We are looking at expanding 
our operations, not just in 
Nigeria but across Africa," 
said the airline's manage-
ment. "We are investing in 
state-of-the-art simulators 
and training facilities to en-
sure that our pilots and crew 
are equipped with the latest 

skills and knowledge."
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tors is well-positioned to take ad-
vantage of the opportunities that 
will arise. With its rich history, 
commitment to safety and cus-
tomer satisfaction, and expansion 
plans, the airline is set to remain 
a major player in the industry for 
years to come. 

Captain Sanusi also mentioned 
his willingness to support the oil 
and gas sector in the aspect of 
logistics. In his words, “Since the 
world is turning to hydrocarbons, 
IOCs will target investing there. 
With this, we believe that there will 
be more activities. We have been 
thinking of how we can assist and 
give support to the oil and gas sec-
tor, like in the logistics”, he said.

The pride of any airline is its cus-
tomers. This is why providing opti-
mal satisfaction for passengers 
remains the major aim of Aero 
Contractors and not profit max-
imization. According to Captain 
Sanusi, “Our aim is to give back 
to our passengers. We should not 
take advantage of them. We look 
at them as our guests, thus they 
should be treated properly. Our 
aim is also to make the industry 
thrive. When it thrives, you may 
be making little profits but there is 
sustainability which is more than 
making big profits at the expense 
of customers’ comfort and safety.”

Speaking on other plans he 

has for the industry, Sanusi not-
ed that his aim before retirement 
is to galvanize the flying public 
such that Nigerians, tourists and 
other travellers get the best flying 
experience in terms of comfort, 
safety and affordability. He further 
explained that it was this aim that 
pushed the management to slash 
prices to attract more Nigerians to 
the airline in December 2024.

During the courtesy visit, Mrs. 
Chinyere Chikeleze, Head, Com-
mercial, Aero Contractors Compa-
ny of Nigeria Ltd. stated that it is 
a great managerial ability that has 
kept the company functioning de-
spite the challenges it faced in the 
past. “Businesses in Nigeria,” she 
said, “We face challenges, howev-
er, financial difficulties should not 

get us discouraged. In life we en-
counter challenges but we don’t 
just allow the challenges to control 
our lives. When the nations decide 
to assist and strengthen business 
laws in the country, the business 
environment will be more condu-
cive and with this, we could be-
come fully stabilize in operation”, 
she said.

In his remarks, the Publisher/
Editor-in-Chief, of The Valuechain 
Energy Magazine, Alhaji Musa 
Bashir Usman, noted that the mag-
azine is ready to offer coverage of 
the activities and support the com-
pany to achieve its goals as their 
media partners.  He recognized 
and commended the resilience of 
the management in shouldering 
all the challenges and successful-
ly crossing the hurdles that come 
with doing business in Nigeria.  He 
lamented the poor business envi-
ronment that has hindered many 
businesses from growing.

"Aero Contractors is a remark-
able story of resilience and deter-
mination,” he said. “The airline's 
commitment to safety and cus-
tomer satisfaction is evident in 
its operations, and its expansion 
plans are exciting. We look for-
ward to seeing the airline continue 
to grow and thrive in the years to 
come,” he concluded.

Aviation

"Aero Contractors is a re-
markable story of resilience 
and determination,” he said. 
“The airline's commitment 

to safety and customer 
satisfaction is evident in its 

operations, and its expansion 
plans are exciting. We look 

forward to seeing the airline 
continue to grow and thrive 

in the years to come,” he 
concluded.
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Every year, nations of the world 
converge to discuss how to 
move mining activities forward 

under the aegis of the Future Miner-
als Forum (FMF). This year’s forum 
took place in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
and hosted over 178 countries and 
14,000 participants including world 
leaders and business stakeholders 
of the mining industry. During this 
event, the host country announced 
plans to increase investment in lith-
ium mining and production. As the 
world's largest oil exporter diversi-
fies its portfolio to include lithium, 
a critical component in electric ve-
hicle batteries and renewable en-
ergy technologies, business and 
economic experts say that Nigeria 
stands poised to capitalize on its 
own lithium reserves.

At the same event, the Nigerian 
Government reiterated its commit-
ment to strengthening the nation’s 
economy through strategic global 
mining partnerships. Nigeria’s Min-
ister of State for Finance, Dr. Doris 
Uzoka-Anite who spoke at the event 
noted that Nigeria’s vast resources 
and wealth position it to collaborate 
with international partners to drive 
economic growth, promote invest-
ment, and encourage innovation to 
establish the country as a leader in 
the global minerals and energy land-
scape. Saudis’ announcement and 
Nigeria’s quest for investors could 
be met if a partnership is signed.

Nigeria is home to significant 
lithium deposits, particularly in the 
states of Nasarawa, Plateau, and 
Kaduna. According to the Nigerian 
Geological Survey Agency (NGSA), 
the country's lithium reserves are 
estimated to be around 250,000 
metric tons. This puts Nigeria 
among the top 10 lithium-producing 
countries in Africa and globally. De-
spite its vast lithium reserves, Nige-
ria's lithium mining industry is still in 
its infancy. Currently, there are only 

a handful of lithium mining projects 
in the country, with most of them 
still in the exploration phase. 

The Nigerian government is tak-
ing steps to encourage investment 
in the sector through initiatives 
like the establishment of the Ni-
gerian Mining Corporation (NMC) 
to oversee the development of the 
country's mining industry as well 
as a recent partnership signed with 
the FG and Chinese mining firm, 
however, there is more room for 
investment. The notable display 
of investment interest by Saudi’s 
government, according to experts, 
presents a unique opportunity for 
Nigeria to partner with a global en-
ergy leader. A potential partnership 
between Saudi and Nigerian lithium 
mining companies could bring the 
much-needed investment, technol-
ogy, and expertise to develop Nige-
ria's lithium industry.

According to a report by the In-
ternational Energy Agency (IEA), 
the global demand for lithium is ex-
pected to increase by 40% by 2025, 
driven primarily by the growth of 
the electric vehicle market. A part-
nership with Saudi Aramco could 
enable Nigeria to tap into this grow-
ing demand and establish itself as a 
significant player in the global lithi-
um market.

In an Interview with a staff at the 
Ministry of Mines, Steel Develop-
ment, Mr Kunle Akanbi, noted that 
a partnership between Saudi Arabia 
and Nigeria for lithium mining, pro-
duction and distribution holds nu-
merous benefits for Nigeria, includ-
ing; increased investment, which 
could bring in much-needed capital 
to develop Nigeria's lithium industry. 

Saudi's expertise in mining and 
production could be transferred to 
Nigerian companies, enabling them 
to improve their operations and in-
crease efficiency. Also, a partner-
ship could lead to the creation of 
new jobs in the mining sector, both 
directly and indirectly. The develop-
ment of Nigeria's lithium industry 
could contribute to the country's 
economic growth and diversifica-
tion.

While a partnership between 
Saudi Aramco and Nigerian lithium 
mining companies presents numer-
ous opportunities, some challeng-
es need to be addressed. Nigeria's 
regulatory framework for mining 
needs to be strengthened to attract 
investment and ensure that mining 
activities are conducted responsibly 
and sustainably. Lithium mining can 
have environmental impacts, such 
as water pollution and land degra-
dation. Nigerian authorities need 
to ensure that mining activities are 
conducted in a way that minimizes 
these impacts. The need to engage 
Local communities cannot be over-
stated either. 

Saudi's investment in lithium 
mining and production presents a 
unique opportunity for Nigeria to 
develop its own lithium industry. 
A potential partnership between 
Saudi Aramco and Nigerian lithium 
mining companies could bring the 
much-needed investment, technol-
ogy, and expertise to develop Nige-
ria's lithium reserves.

Solid Minerals

Lithium Gold Rush: Could a Saudi-Nigeria 
Partnership Spark Mining Boom?

By Patience Chat Moses
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In a landmark decision, President 
Bola Tinubu has signed the Nige-
ria Maritime University Bill into law, 

marking a significant milestone for 
the Niger Delta region and the coun-
try as a whole. This move has been 
hailed as a major victory for the peo-
ple of Delta State and a testament to 
Tinubu's commitment to equitable 
development across all regions.

The Nigeria Maritime University, 
located in Okerenkoko, Delta State, 
was established in 2014 but has 
been operating without an enabling 
Act. Tinubu's signing of the bill pro-
vides the necessary legal framework 
for the university to thrive and be-
come a hub for maritime education 
and research.

Upon completion, NMU will of-
fer specialized programs in mari-
time-related fields, such as marine 
engineering, nautical science, and 
maritime management; a focus, not 
common in other Nigerian Maritime 
universities.

The NMU bill signed into law pro-
vides a legal framework for the uni-
versity's establishment, operations, 
and funding. This act is specific to 
NMU and differs from the establish-
ment acts of other universities in 
Nigeria. The NMU bill outlines fund-
ing provisions, including allocations 
from the Nigerian Maritime Adminis-
tration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) 
and the Cabotage Vessel Financing 
Fund (CVFF). These funding pro-
visions are unique to NMU and are 
intended to support the university's 
maritime-focused programs.

The NMU bill outlines specific ob-
jectives, including promoting the ad-
vancement of learning, providing ac-
cessible education to the people of 
the Niger Delta region, and support-
ing the development of the maritime 
industry in Nigeria. These objectives 
are tailored to the unique needs and 
context of the NMU.

The signing of the bill has 

far-reaching implications for the 
Niger Delta region and Nigeria's 
economy. This will boost maritime 
education as the Nigeria Maritime 
University will provide high-quali-
ty education and training in mari-
time-related fields, helping to bridge 
the knowledge gap in the industry.

The university will create jobs, 
stimulate local economic growth, 
and contribute to the development 
of the Niger Delta region while pro-
viding opportunities for young peo-
ple from the Niger Delta region and 
beyond to acquire skills and knowl-
edge in maritime-related fields.

Tinubu's signing of the bill is time-
ly, given the current administration's 
focus on economic development 
and growth. The move demon-
strates the president’s commitment 
to delivering on his campaign prom-
ises and promoting equitable devel-
opment across all regions.

While Tinubu's signing of the bill 
is a significant step forward, there 
are still areas for improvement. 
This is based on the comments of 
the national spokesperson of the 
Ijaw Youth Council (IYC). After com-
mending the president's move, the 
president noted that the university's 
infrastructure needs to be developed 

to support its growth and expansion 
as the land donated for the school at 
Okerenkoko, the permanent site, re-
mains underdeveloped. 

The IYC also requests President 
Tinubu to expedite the approval of 
the floating dock in Gbaramatu. 
This will facilitate practical learning 
opportunities for students, comple-
menting the theoretical knowledge 
provided at the institution. The float-
ing dock and the school must work 
in synergy for the benefit of both 
Nigerian students and the maritime 
industry

The university requires adequate 
funding to support its operations 
and provide high-quality education 
and research. There is also a need 
to engage with local communities to 
ensure that its programs and activi-
ties are relevant and beneficial to the 
region.

In conclusion, Tinubu's signing of 
the Nigeria Maritime University Bill 
into law is a historic move that has 
significant implications for the Niger 
Delta region and Nigeria's economy. 
While there are areas for improve-
ment, the move demonstrates Tinu-
bu's commitment to equitable devel-
opment and growth.

Nigeria’s Maritime Studies Gains New Momentum 
as Tinubu Signs Maritime University Bill

By Patience Chat Moses

Maritime

47

02:25



The Nigerian construction industry 
has witnessed significant giant 
steps in advancing its safety stan-

dards. With construction remaining a 
high-risk profession, some experts in the 
sector have called for the adoption of 
wearable robots for construction work-
ers to avert injuries.

A construction engineering and man-
agement expert, Anthony Yusuf, in his 
recent publication, noted that the chal-
lenges of the construction industry are 
fundamentally workforce-related. He 
said that the physically demanding na-
ture of construction activities makes 
Work-Related Musculoskeletal Disorders 
(WMSDs) also known as ergonomic inju-
ries such as low back pain, resulting in 
several debilitating effects, a very com-
mon phenomenon in the industry. 

In his words, “In addition to the pain 
and discomfort experienced by con-
struction workers, ergonomic injuries 
also bring about financial burdens to 
workers and their families, increasing 
medical expenses and workers’ com-
pensation for employers. Also, workers 
affected by these injuries experience de-
creased quality of life, and in most cases, 
permanent disabilities.

“This further results in premature ex-
its from the industry to other sectors and 
early retirement of skilled labour, which 
is a major cause of labour shortage with-
in the industry. The prevalence of these 
problems has also resulted in a bad rep-
utation for the construction industry be-
cause it has been labelled ‘unsafe’. The 
label affects the attraction and retention 
of skilled labour”, Yusuf noted. 

Yusuf also noted that there has been 
an ongoing investigation regarding wear-
able robots, also known as exoskeletons, 
to curb the predominance of WMSDs in 
the construction industry.

The engineering expert explained, 
“These exoskeletons are mechanical 
and body-worn devices that use torque 
to provide physical assistance to the hu-
man body during task execution. My find-
ings in construction robotics research 
have been published in several interna-
tional journals and conference outlets. 
An example is the publication titled ‘Eval-
uation of concrete workers’ interaction 
with a passive back-support exoskele-
ton,’ where I, along with other experts, 

investigated an innovative approach to 
address the prevalence of work-related 
musculoskeletal disorders in the con-
struction industry. The study assessed 
a passive back-support exoskeleton for 
concrete work in terms of the impact on 
the body, usability, benefits, and potential 
design modifications.”

Yusuf highlighted that the publication 
investigated the potential of a passive 
back support exoskeleton as an ergo-
nomic intervention for concrete workers.

He added that, “Although the study 
highlighted acceptable usability and 
comfort while using the exoskeleton, 
necessary design modifications for im-
proving productivity, the need for reduc-
ing perceived discomfort mainly at the 
chest and thigh and improving ease of 
use were also identified. The study re-
veals the need for improvements to the 
designs of exoskeletons to make the de-
vices suitable for concrete workers. Also, 
due to the dynamic nature of construc-
tion activities, the experts recommend-
ed that the design of exoskeletons for 
industry be construction tasks and trade 
specifics to improve the usability and 
consequently the adoption of the tech-
nology. The experts highlighted other im-
plications of the research for research-
ers, manufacturers of exoskeletons, and 
construction firms.”

Given the critical nature of the con-
struction workforce, Yusuf has dedicat-
ed his research endeavours to leveraging 
emerging technologies and investigating 
innovative ways to prepare the future 
professional workforce of the construc-
tion sector as it continues to transition 
into Construction 4.0 and 5.0 eras.

Construction experts are also work-
ing on assessing construction robotics 

to curb the prevailing ergonomic injuries 
among the current workforce. Therefore, 
in the rapidly changing construction in-
dustry, only a few individuals have made 
an impact in addressing pertinent issues 
regarding the construction workforce.

Yusuf’s research further disclosed the 
need to focus on addressing issues that 
relate to the current and future workforce 
of the construction industry to curtail sev-
eral challenges facing the sector. Also, his 
research contributions to developing and 
improving the construction workforce 
using innovative approaches and leverag-
ing emerging technologies have several 
implications for stakeholders in the con-
struction industry and construction engi-
neering education. The research has been 
recognized and cited by scholars and 
practitioners around the world, demon-
strating the significance and impact of 
his contributions to the field.

Meanwhile, the American Institute of 
Constructors had earlier called for the 
use of wearable robots to minimize con-
struction workplace incidents.

According to the institute, the con-
struction industry is often associat-
ed with high-risk environments where 
safety must be taken seriously and over 
the years, various technologies have 
emerged to enhance safety protocols, 
minimize accidents, and protect work-
ers. Among the latest technology avail-
able for constructors, wearable tech-
nology in construction stands out as a 
complete game-changer. These devices 
can improve safety and boost productiv-
ity by providing real-time data that can 
prevent potential hazards.

Wearable technology initially gained 
popularity in consumer industries 
through gadgets like fitness trackers and 
smartwatches. However, this technology 
soon expanded into other sectors where 
safety concerns demand constant inno-
vation. In the past decade, wearables in 
the construction realm have grown from 
simple tracking devices to sophisticated, 
multi-functional systems that monitor 
workers’ health, location, environment, 
and more.

With advancements in AI, machine 
learning, and sensors, wearable technol-
ogy have become more accessible and 
effective in predicting and preventing ac-
cidents before they occur.

Can Wearable Robots Solve Nigeria’s 
Construction Workforce Crisis?

By Adaobi Rhema Oguejiofor
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The Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(NERC) has launched a 

comprehensive Customer Bill of 
Rights and Obligations designed 
to enhance consumer protec-
tion and promote accountability 
within the nation’s power sector. 
Established under the Electricity 
Act 2023, this initiative outlines 
clear entitlements for electricity 
users as well as the responsibil-
ities they must uphold, marking a 
significant step forward in align-
ing Nigeria’s electricity supply 
industry with international best 
practices.

At the heart of the new frame-
work is the promise of reliable, 
high-quality service. Consumers 
are now assured access to con-
sistent electricity, accompanied 
by transparent billing practices 
that detail tariff structures and 
service conditions. This transpar-
ency extends to the issuance of 
clear, understandable contractu-
al agreements when establishing 
new connections, ensuring that 
every consumer is well informed 
about the terms of service. The 
guidelines also emphasise the 
protection of personal data, 
shielding customer information 
from misuse and unauthorised 
access.

In tandem with these rights, 
NERC has outlined a series of 
obligations for consumers. Key 
among these is the prompt pay-
ment of electricity bills, which is 
critical to sustaining the overall 
health of the supply system. Con-
sumers are also required to coop-
erate during meter installations 
and regular maintenance visits, 
facilitating the smooth operation 

of the distribution network. Ad-
hering to prescribed safety proto-
cols is another crucial responsi-
bility, designed to safeguard both 
service personnel and the public 
at large. Moreover, customers 
are urged to immediately report 
any unauthorised consumption 
or tampering with meters, a mea-

sure intended to curb fraud and 
ensure equitable usage.

A practical element of the 
new regulation addresses con-
sumer mobility. When relocating, 
customers must notify their re-
spective distribution companies 
(DisCos) to avoid the risk of be-
ing charged for services they no 
longer use. This step is essential 
in maintaining accurate billing 
records and preventing disputes 
related to outstanding charges.

NERC’s initiative emerges 
against a backdrop of growing 
public scrutiny over inefficiencies 
in the power sector. By adopting 
these robust consumer protec-
tion measures, the commission 
aims to foster a culture of trans-
parency and mutual accountabil-
ity between electricity providers 
and users. The comprehensive 
Customer Protection Regulations 
(CPR 2023) not only secure the 
rights of consumers but also es-
tablish a framework for improved 
service delivery across the board.

NERC Unveils New Customer Bill of Rights to 
Strengthen Consumer Protection

By Patience Chat Moses
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At the heart of the new 
framework is the promise of 

reliable, high-quality ser-
vice. Consumers are now 

assured access to consistent 
electricity, accompanied by 
transparent billing practices 
that detail tariff structures 

and service conditions. This 
transparency extends to the 

issuance of clear, under-
standable contractual agree-

ments when establishing 
new connections, ensuring 
that every consumer is well 
informed about the terms of 

service.
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In Africa, rats are very common 
mammals that roam about al-
most everywhere. It is not un-

common to spot a rat in homes, 
schools, on the streets, hospitals 
and even places of worship. They 
have almost become a part and 
parcel of society. But what hap-
pens when these very common 
animals become carriers of a dis-
ease that is very detrimental to 
the lives of the humans around 
them? This is the case of Lassa 
fever. 

Lassa fever is an animal-borne, 
or zoonotic, acute viral haem-
orrhagic illness caused by the 
Lassa virus, a member of the 
Arenavirus family. Humans get in-
fected through contact with food 
or household items contaminat-
ed with rodent faeces. However, 
human-to-human infections and 
laboratory transmission can also 
occur, especially through direct 
contact with blood and body fluids.

The disease, which is endem-
ic in West Africa, with high prev-
alence in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Guinea and Liberia was first iden-
tified in 1969 in the town of Lassa, 
Borno State, Nigeria. Neighbouring 
countries, according to The Africa 
Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC), are also at 
risk as the animal vector for Las-
sa virus, the “multimammate rat” 
(Mastomys natalensis) is distrib-
uted throughout the West African 
region. Although people living in ru-
ral areas of West Africa are at the 
most risk, rare cases have been 
imported into Britain, the Unit-
ed States, Japan and Canada. In 
2010, one imported case from Ni-
geria was reported in the US. The 
patient had visited a rural area in 
Nigeria and developed fever, sore 

throat, chest pain and diarrhoea 
without haemorrhagic symptoms. 

In 2024, Nigeria recorded over 
1,187 confirmed cases across 28 
states. Also, the number of Lassa 
virus infections per year in West 
Africa as a whole is estimated at 
100,000 to 300,000, with approx-
imately 5,000 to 10,000 deaths. 
The disease also leaves another 
estimated 30,000 deaf. Mortali-
ty is particularly high in pregnant 
women and children. The Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention (NCDC) confirmed 54 
cases of Lassa fever in Ondo, Edo, 
and Bauchi only from December 
30, 2024, to January 5, 2025. The 
NCDC also reported 10 related fa-
talities, resulting in a Case Fatality 
Rate of about 18.5 per cent.

Causes and Transmission
Lassa fever is caused by the 

Lassa virus (LASV). It is carried 
by Mastomys or multimammate 
rats, which live in countries in 
West Africa. These rats can be 
found living in and around homes, 
colonizing areas where food is 

Lassa Fever on the Rise—
Are You at Risk?

By Adaobi Rhema Oguejiofor 
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Lassa fever is an ani-
mal-borne, or zoonotic, 

acute viral haemorrhagic 
illness caused by the 

Lassa virus, a member 
of the Arenavirus fami-
ly. Humans get infected 

through contact with 
food or household items 
contaminated with ro-
dent faeces. However, 
human-to-human in-

fections and laboratory 
transmission can also 

occur, especially through 
direct contact with blood 

and body fluids.
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stored and they are also able to 
live in fields or cleared forests. 
While Mastomys rats serve as 
the main reservoir, the Lassa virus 
has also been isolated from other 
rodent species, suggesting their 
potential role as additional sourc-
es of infection.

Humans primarily get infected 
with the Lassa virus through ex-
posure to food or household items 
that are contaminated with urine 
or faeces of infected Mastomys 
rats, or directly via contact with in-
fected rats. The virus can damage 
a patient’s blood vessels and lower 
their blood’s ability to clot, causing 
uncontrolled bleeding.

Although to a much lesser ex-
tent, the Lassa virus may also 
spread between humans through 
direct contact with blood, urine, 
faeces or other bodily secretions 
of a person infected with Lassa 
fever. Person-to-person trans-
mission may occur primarily in 
health-care settings, where the 
virus may also be spread by con-
taminated medical equipment, 
such as reused needles.

The virus may also persist in the 
semen of some males who recov-
ered from the disease for up to a 
few months. However, to date, no 
transmission through exposure to 
infected semen has ever been doc-
umented. There is no epidemiolog-
ical evidence supporting airborne 
spread between humans.

Symptoms
With Lassa Fever, about 80 per 

cent of infected people have no 
symptoms, however, some devel-
op severe multisystem disease 
and up to 15 per cent die. 

The incubation period of Lassa 
fever ranges from 2–21 days. At 
the onset, the symptoms of the 
disease are usually gradual, start-
ing with fever, general weakness 
headache and malaise. After a 
few days, the patient may begin to 
develop sore throat, muscle pain, 
chest pain, nausea, vomiting, diar-
rhoea, cough and abdominal pain. 
As the disease progresses further, 

in severe cases, there can be an 
occurrence of facial swelling, fluid 
in the lung cavity, bleeding from 
the mouth, nose, vagina or gas-
trointestinal tract and low blood 
pressure may develop. Shock, 
seizures, tremors, disorientation, 
and coma may be seen in the lat-
er stages. 

Africa CDC explained that deaf-
ness occurs in about 25 per cent 
of patients who survive the dis-
ease and in half of these cases, 
hearing returns partially after 1-3 
months. 

Among hospitalized patients, 
approximately 15 per cent die of 
Lassa fever disease. In fatal cas-
es, death usually occurs within 14 
days of symptom onset. During 
pregnancy, Lassa fever can cause 
high maternal and foetal mortali-
ty, especially late in pregnancy. In 
the third trimester, fetal death and 
maternal death rates can exceed 
80 per cent and 30 per cent re-
spectively.

Treatment
Lassa fever is currently treat-

ed with the antiviral medication 
Ribavirin. A patient may also be 
given other treatments depending 
on the severity of their condition, 
including:
	 Dialysis for kidney damage.

	 Supplemental oxygen to help 
with breathing.

	 IV fluids, medications or sup-
plements to correct electrolyte 
imbalances.
Patients should also receive 

early supportive care with rehy-
dration and symptomatic treat-
ment. 

Recovery can take a long time 
and can sometimes lead to oth-
er conditions (sequelae). Sudden 
hearing loss has been reported 
with varying incidence and up to 
25 per cent of recovered patients, 
both during acute disease and 
after recovery. In most circum-
stances, hearing loss is reported 
to be permanent. Other sequelae 
including neurological signs, visu-
al impairment, joint pain, transient 
hair loss and psychological disor-
ders have also been reported to a 
lesser extent. Therefore, patients 
who have recovered from Lassa 
fever need to receive care for se-
quelae they may experience.

Prevention
To effectively reduce risk one 

must:
 Avoid contact with rodents, 

especially in areas where Lassa 
fever is common. 
 Keep living spaces clean and 

sanitary, with food items in closed 
containers to discourage attract-
ing rats and other pests.
 Wear protective coverings 

when caring for someone who has 
or might have Lassa fever. This 
includes using a mask, gloves, 
gowns, non-fogging goggles and 
boots if accessible. 

Lassa fever remains a signif-
icant public health challenge in 
West Africa with the potential 
for outbreaks and severe conse-
quences. While effective treat-
ments exist, prevention remains 
very crucial. By raising awareness 
about the disease, promoting 
good hygiene practices, and im-
proving rodent control measures, 
the burden of Lassa fever can be 
significantly reduced and vulnera-
ble populations protected. 

Health

The virus may also per-
sist in the semen of 

some males who recov-
ered from the disease 

for up to a few months. 
However, to date, no 

transmission through 
exposure to infected 
semen has ever been 
documented. There is 
no epidemiological ev-
idence supporting air-
borne spread between 

humans.
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Nigeria, a vibrant and diverse 
country, is known for its rich 
cultural heritage, dynamic 

economy, and ever-evolving life-
style. From the bustling streets 
of Lagos to the serene villages in 
the north, Nigerian life is a beauti-
ful blend of traditional values and 
modern aspirations. The lifestyle of 
the average Nigerian today is a tes-
tament to the country’s resilience, 
creativity, and adaptability in an in-
creasingly globalised world.

Fashion: A Celebration of Culture 
and Modernity

Fashion is a defining aspect of 
the Nigerian lifestyle. Whether it's 
the colourful Ankara fabric, the 
elegant Agbada, or the stylishly 
tailored suits worn by young pro-
fessionals, fashion in Nigeria is 
an expression of individuality and 
cultural pride. Designers like Deo-
la Sagoe and Mai Atafo have tak-
en Nigerian fashion to the global 

stage, blending indigenous textiles 
with contemporary designs. Social 
events such as weddings and fes-
tivals are avenues for Nigerians to 
showcase their fashion sense, with 
guests going all out to make bold 
fashion statements. The rise of 
social media has further amplified 
the influence of Nigerian fashion, 
making it easier for designers and 
influencers to showcase their work 
to a global audience.

Food: A Taste of Tradition
Food is at the heart of Nigeri-

an culture, and every region has 
its unique delicacies. The south is 
known for its rich seafood dishes, 
while the north offers flavourful 
meals like suya and kilishi. Jollof 
rice, a staple dish in Nigerian homes 
and at parties, is a national favour-
ite with an international reputation. 
The love for traditional dishes re-
mains strong, but many Nigerians 
are also embracing modern eating 

habits, incorporating healthier diets 
and international cuisines into their 
meals. The rise of restaurants serv-
ing a fusion of local and continental 
dishes reflects this shift. Fast food 
outlets and fine dining restaurants 
are becoming increasingly popular, 
offering both local and global fla-
vours to suit diverse tastes.

Entertainment: Nollywood, Music, 
and Social Media

The Nigerian entertainment in-
dustry is booming, with Nollywood 
being the second-largest film indus-
try in the world. The movie industry 
tells Nigerian stories in ways that 
resonate with both local and inter-
national audiences. Additionally, Ni-
gerian music, especially Afrobeats, 
has gained global recognition, with 
artists like Burna Boy, Wizkid, and 
Tiwa Savage putting the country on 
the map. Concerts, music festivals, 
and streaming platforms have fur-
ther boosted the reach of Nigerian 

The Modern Nigerian Lifestyle: 
A Fusion of Tradition and Innovation

By Anastasia Adaeze
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music worldwide.
Social media has also become 

an integral part of Nigerian life, with 
platforms like Instagram, TikTok, 
and Twitter serving as sources of 
entertainment, news, and business 
opportunities. Many young Nigeri-
ans have built careers as content 
creators, using social media to 
showcase comedy skits, lifestyle 
vlogs, and fashion inspiration.

Technology and the Digital Life-
style

The rise of technology has trans-
formed the Nigerian lifestyle in 
unprecedented ways. From online 
shopping to digital banking, tech-
nology has made life more conve-
nient. Mobile payment platforms 
like Flutterwave and Paystack have 
simplified financial transactions, 
while e-commerce platforms like 
Jumia and Konga make shopping 
easier. Young Nigerians are also 
leveraging digital tools to start on-
line businesses, create content, 
and develop apps that address lo-
cal challenges. Additionally, fintech 
solutions are providing access to 
financial services for previously 
unbanked populations, further ex-
panding economic opportunities.

Career and Work-Life Balance
The hustle culture is strong in Ni-

geria. Many people juggle multiple 
jobs, side businesses, or freelance 
gigs to secure financial stability. The 
rise of remote work and entrepre-
neurship has given Nigerians more 
flexibility in managing their profes-
sional and personal lives. Co-work-
ing spaces in cities like Lagos and 
Abuja provide entrepreneurs and 
freelancers with the infrastructure 
they need to thrive. However, the 
work-life balance remains a chal-
lenge, as long hours and Lagos traf-
fic can make relaxation seem like a 
luxury. Nonetheless, more profes-
sionals are prioritising leisure activi-
ties, taking vacations, and engaging 
in self-care practices to maintain 
overall well-being.

Health and Fitness: A Growing 
Awareness

In the past, fitness was not a 
major priority for many Nigerians, 

but this is changing. More people 
are embracing healthier lifestyles 
by engaging in regular exercise, 
eating balanced diets, and prioritis-
ing mental well-being. Gyms, yoga 
classes, and wellness retreats are 
becoming more popular, especially 
among young professionals. Addi-
tionally, traditional herbal medicine 
remains an important aspect of 
healthcare, complementing mod-
ern medical practices. Fitness in-
fluencers and wellness coaches 
are also playing a significant role 
in promoting health-conscious life-
styles through social media.

Community and Social Life
Despite the fast-paced nature 

of modern life, Nigerians still place 
great value on community and re-
lationships. The family remains 
central to the social structure, and 
extended families often live togeth-
er or maintain close ties. Social 
gatherings, whether in churches, 
mosques, or parties, provide oppor-
tunities to strengthen these bonds. 
Even in urban areas, where indi-

vidualism is on the rise, the spirit 
of communal living is still evident. 
Community support systems, such 
as thrift savings groups and local 
cooperatives, also help Nigerians 
navigate economic challenges to-
gether.

Religion and Spirituality
Religion plays a significant role in 

the lives of many Nigerians. Christi-
anity, Islam, and traditional beliefs 
influence daily decisions, social in-
teractions, and even politics. Plac-
es of worship are not just centres 
for prayer but also for networking 
and social engagement. Religious 
events, such as crusades and Ra-
madan fasting, bring communities 
together, reinforcing shared values 
and traditions. The rise of online 
religious platforms and virtual wor-
ship services has further expanded 
spiritual engagement, allowing Ni-
gerians to connect with their faith 
in new ways.

Challenges and Future Trends
While the Nigerian lifestyle is vi-

brant and evolving, it is not without 
challenges. Economic instability, 
unemployment, and infrastructure 
deficits pose significant hurdles. 
However, Nigerians have always 
been resilient, finding innovative 
ways to navigate these difficulties. 
The future promises even more 
transformation, with technology, 
education, and global exposure 
shaping the next phase of the Ni-
gerian way of life. Sustainable liv-
ing, eco-conscious practices, and 
digital advancements will likely play 
a greater role in shaping the mod-
ern Nigerian lifestyle in the years to 
come.

The Nigerian lifestyle is a beau-
tiful mix of tradition and modernity, 
a balance between deep-rooted cul-
tural values and the fast-changing 
global landscape. From fashion to 
food, entertainment to technolo-
gy, Nigerians continue to embrace 
change while holding onto their her-
itage. Despite the challenges, the 
spirit of resilience, creativity, and 
communal living remains strong, 
ensuring that the Nigerian lifestyle 
remains unique, dynamic, and ev-
er-inspiring.

Lifestyle

The Nigerian lifestyle is a 
beautiful mix of tradition 
and modernity, a balance 

between deep-rooted 
cultural values and the 
fast-changing global 

landscape. From fashion 
to food, entertainment 

to technology, Nigerians 
continue to embrace 
change while holding 

onto their heritage. De-
spite the challenges, 

the spirit of resilience, 
creativity, and communal 

living remains strong, 
ensuring that the Nige-
rian lifestyle remains 
unique, dynamic, and 

ever-inspiring.
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As part of significant efforts 
to drive innovation in the 
nation’s motoring sector, 

the Head of the Chinese Consul-
ate in Nigeria, Consul General Yan 
Yuqing, has applauded Chery and 
Carloha for their remarkable prog-
ress in advancing technological 
developments in Nigeria and Afri-
ca.

Yuqing gave the commendation 
during a meeting with senior exec-
utives from Carloha, the exclusive 
national distributor for Chery ve-
hicles in Nigeria. The executives 
were led by the Sales Director of 
Carloha Company, Mr Zhao Qiang. 

The meeting marks a significant 
milestone in the collaboration be-
tween Nigeria and Chery, a global-
ly respected Chinese automotive 
brand and the number one export-
er among Chinese manufacturers 
with a 26-year-old legacy of excel-
lence.

Consul General Yan expressed 
delight over Chery’s remarkable 
progress in global markets, high-
lighting the manufacturer's role 
as a trailblazer in the automotive 
sector. Chery’s commitment to in-
novation aligns with the “Belt and 
Road” Initiative, driving economic 
growth and advancing technolog-
ical development. 

She expressed optimism about 
the potential for Carloha to deepen 
its roots in Nigeria, also encourag-
ing the company to enhance its lo-
cal presence through cutting-edge 
technologies, quality services, and 
impactful community-driven activ-
ities.

Mr Zhao Qiang, while speaking 
reaffirmed Carloha’s dedication to 
empowering Nigerian communi-
ties by offering reliable, affordable, 
and innovative mobility solutions. 
He emphasised that Chery is com-

mitted to building stronger bilater-
al trade between Nigeria and Chi-
na. 

With a focus on high-quality 
vehicles tailored for the Nigerian 
market, Carloha aims to redefine 
consumer expectations with prod-
ucts that are safe, practical, and 
accessible. The company further 
disclosed that the collaboration is 
not just about vehicles, it is also a 
step towards creating local oppor-
tunities.

With 60 per cent of Carloha’s 
management team being Nigerian 
and an emphasis on training and 
upskilling local talent, the partner-
ship symbolises Carloha’s invest-
ment in the people of Nigeria. Also, 
the company is actively contribut-
ing to environmental sustainabili-
ty by introducing electric vehicles 
and promoting eco-friendly mobil-
ity solutions.

Meanwhile, Dana Motors Limit-
ed, Nigeria’s foremost auto com-
pany established in 2002, is at the 
forefront of promoting eco-friendly 
vehicles and transportation solu-
tions in the country.

As part of its commitment to 
reducing carbon emissions and 

reducing the impact of climate 
change, the company has in-
troduced more electric vehicles 
(EVs) and compressed natural gas 
(CNG) cars and buses to the Nige-
rian market.

The Managing Director of Dana 
Motors Limited, Jacky Hathira-
mani, noted that the company is 
proud to be leading the charge in 
sustainable transportation solu-
tions in Nigeria.

He re-emphasized the firm's un-
wavering commitment to reducing 
carbon emissions and promoting 
eco-friendly transportation options 
while announcing the new release 
of about 27 units of locally assem-
bled 45-seater CNG buses from its 
state-of-the-art vehicle assembly 
plant in Lagos.

Hathiramani further revealed, 
“Also expected to be released soon 
are our EVs as part of efforts to 
support President Tinubu’s com-
mitment to reducing carbon emis-
sions with a just transition to clean 
and renewable energy, promoting 
environmental sustainability and 
economic growth.”

Eco-Friendly Innovation: Dana Motors, Chery, 
and Carloha Pioneer Clean Mobility in Nigeria

By Adaobi Rhema Oguejiofor
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The Grand Theft Auto gaming se-
ries popularly called GTA among 
gamers has been a cornerstone 

of the gaming industry for over two 
decades. With a blend of its unique 
experience that could be described as 
an open-world exploration, engaging 
storytelling, and addictive gameplay, 
GTA has captivated audiences world-
wide, providing an almost perfect lei-
sure and bonding solution. 

The first GTA game was released in 
1997 by Rockstar Games. Before as-
suming this name, they were known 
as DMA Design. The game's top-down 
perspective and 2D graphics may 
seem primitive by today's standards, 
but its innovative gameplay and sa-
tirical tone laid the groundwork for 
the series' future success. This was 
followed by the release of GTA III 
in 2001 which marked a significant 
turning point for the series. GTA III's 
success paved the way for future in-
stalments, including GTA: Vice City 
(2002), GTA: San Andreas (2004), and 
GTA IV (2008). The release of GTA V 
in 2013 cemented the series' status 
as a gaming phenomenon. With its 
stunning visuals, immersive game-
play, and richly detailed open world, 
GTA V set a new standard for the in-
dustry. The game's commercial suc-
cess was staggering, with over 140 
million copies sold worldwide as of 
2022. $1 billion in revenue generated 
within the first three days of its re-
lease and $6 billion in lifetime revenue 
for that same year. These financial 
facts clearly show that while gamers 
are having real-time fun and leisure, 
Rockstar Games are getting revenues 
in millions of dollars.

Rockstar Games officially an-
nounced the development of Grand 
Theft Auto VI (GTA VI), with a ru-
moured release window of 2024-2025 
for PlayStation 5, Xbox Series X/S, 
and PC. While details about the game 
are scarce, fans are eagerly anticipat-
ing the next instalment in the series. 
The new versions according to Rock-
star will come with a good number of 

perks bringing even more players. 
 Most GTA players are between 18 

and 34 years old. Players in the Unit-
ed States have the highest rate of 
daily participation at 11.06% with Bra-
zil taking the next spot at 8.38%, fol-
lowed by Russia with 5.85%. The rest 
of the Top 5 are occupied by Germany 
(5.25%) and Poland (4.63%). According 
to Steam Charts, the highest number 
of concurrent players playing Grand 
Theft Auto V was 360K. The highest 
number of players on average was 
192,714 in April 2015. GTA V is the fifth 
most-played game on Steam with a to-
tal of 55,369,017 hours played.

 GTA's innovative gameplay me-
chanics like open-world design, varied 
gameplay mechanics, and empha-
sis on player choice have set a new 
standard for the industry. The series' 
attention to detail and commitment to 
creating immersive, believable worlds 
have captivated gamers. GTA's use of 
satire to comment on contemporary 
social issues has added depth and 
complexity to the series. GTA Online 
has fostered a dedicated community 
of players, with regular updates and 
new content helping to maintain play-
er engagement.

Game producers like Rockstar 
Games, the developer of the Grand 
Theft Auto (GTA) series, generate rev-
enue through various means. Reve-
nue comes from game sales through 
various channels, such as retail stores 
where players can buy physical cop-
ies, Digital storefronts like PlayStation 

Store, Xbox Store, Steam etc., and 
their online store; Rockstar Games 
Launcher. Digital distribution fees are 
another means revenue comes in. 
They pay a percentage of the revenue 
to the platform holder, for instance, 
Sony, Microsoft and Valve. However, 
they also receive a significant portion 
of the revenue. In-Game Purchases 
and Microtransactions are anoth-
er means of fund generation. Many 
modern games, including GTA Online, 
offer in-game purchases and Micro-
transactions. These allow players to 
buy virtual items, currency, or other 
digital goods. Rockstar Games earns 
revenue from these transactions.

Next is through subscriptions and 
online services. GTA Online, for ex-
ample, offers a subscription-based 
service called GTA+ which provides 
exclusive benefits and rewards to 
subscribers. 

Also, Rockstar Games sells mer-
chandise related to their games, such 
as T-shirts, posters, and collectibles. 
They also license their intellectual 
property (IP) to other companies, 
which use it to create their own prod-
ucts, such as toys or other games.

With its proven track record of in-
novation and excellence, the GTA se-
ries is poised to continue its reign as 
one of the most successful gaming 
franchises of all time. As the gaming 
industry evolves, one thing is certain 
– the next chapter in the GTA saga 
will be highly anticipated and closely 
watched.

By Patience Chat Moses

Billions and Counting: The Rise and Reign 
of the GTA Series
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Personal development is the 
process of improving oneself 
through conscious efforts in ar-

eas like self-awareness, skills, mind-
set, and habits. It involves setting 
goals, building confidence, managing 
time effectively, learning new skills, 
and developing emotional intelligence. 
The goal of personal development is 
to grow as a person, achieve success, 
and live a fulfilling life. It’s a lifelong 
journey of becoming the best version 
of yourself.

Personal development is all about 
becoming the best version of yourself. 
It’s about building confidence, manag-
ing your time, setting goals, dealing with 
peer pressure, and developing a positive 
mindset. These things don’t happen 
overnight, but with the right mindset and 
habits, you can grow into a strong, inde-
pendent, and successful person.

Personal development for teen-
agers is about growing into the best 
version of yourself during one of the 
most important phases of life. As a 
teenager, you’re navigating school, 
friendships, family expectations, and 
future career choices—all while trying 
to understand who you are. Develop-
ing key life skills like confidence, time 
management, emotional intelligence, 
and goal-setting can help you handle 
challenges and build a strong founda-
tion for adulthood.

This article explores key aspects of 
personal development for teenagers, 
including self-confidence, time man-
agement, goal-setting, handling peer 
pressure, and developing a positive 
mindset. By focusing on these areas, 
teens can unlock their full potential 
and lead successful, fulfilling lives.

Let’s break it down and talk about how 
you can start working on yourself today.

Building Self-Confidence
Confidence isn’t something you’re 

born with—it’s something you build. Think 
about the people you admire. Chances 
are, they didn’t wake up one day feeling 

fearless. They worked on it, one step at 
a time. Confidence doesn’t mean being 
perfect—it means believing in yourself, 
even when you make mistakes.

Mastering Time Management
Between school, homework, social 

life, and personal interests, it’s easy 
to feel like there just aren’t enough 
hours in the day. The trick is not to find 
more time—it’s to use the time you 
have wisely. Good time management 
means less stress and more time for 
the things you enjoy.

Setting and Achieving Goals
Ever heard the saying, “A goal with-

out a plan is just a wish”? It’s true. If you 
don’t take action, your dreams will stay 
just that—dreams. I quote “Success isn’t 
about luck—it’s about consistency.”

Dealing with Peer Pressure
Let’s be real: peer pressure is a 

huge part of being a teenager. Some-

times, it’s good—it pushes you to try 
new things, like joining a sports team 
or taking up a new hobby. But other 
times, it can lead you down the wrong 
path. I was once told, “Being true to 
yourself is more important than fitting 
in. The right people will respect you for 
who you are”.

Developing a Positive Mindset
Life isn’t always easy. There will 

be setbacks, failures, and tough days. 
But how you react to those challenges 
makes all the difference.

There is a saying that: A positive 
mindset won’t make life perfect, but 
it will make you stronger, happier, and 
more resilient.

On that note, I would like us to re-
member that personal development 
isn’t about changing who you are—it’s 
about becoming the best version of 
yourself. It’s about growing, learning, 
and building a life you’re proud of.

And remember: you don’t have to 
have it all figured out right now. Just 
keep moving forward, keep believing in 
yourself, and keep working toward the 
life you want.

Because the best version of you? 
That’s someone the world needs.

By Abdulhafiz Mohammed

Personal Development for Teenagers: 
A Guide to Growth and Success

Abdulhafiz Mohammed writes from 
Kaduna
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ant than fitting in. The right 
people will respect you for 
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Real Madrid is not just a foot-
ball club; it is a global insti-
tution. With a rich history, 

unparalleled success, and one of 
the largest fan bases in the world, 
Real Madrid is a prime example of 
a well-managed sports franchise. 
But beyond the trophies and star 
players, the club's unique own-
ership structure and business 
model set it apart from most elite 
football teams.

Unlike many top European 
clubs owned by billionaires or 
corporations, Real Madrid oper-
ates as a socio-owned club. This 
means that the club is owned by 
its members, known as socios, 
who elect the club’s president. 
This democratic system has en-
sured that Real Madrid remains 
independent from external inves-
tors, allowing the club to main-
tain control over its financial and 
sporting decisions.

Management and Leadership
The president, currently Flo-

rentino Pérez, is responsible for 
overseeing the club’s operations, 
including transfer policies, finan-
cial strategies, and global brand 
development. Under Pérez’s lead-
ership, Real Madrid has become 
one of the most commercially 
successful clubs in the world, 
regularly topping the Deloitte 
Football Money League rankings.

The club’s management struc-
ture includes a board of directors, 
responsible for governance, and 
an executive team that oversees 
day-to-day operations, sponsor-
ship deals, and stadium expan-
sion projects.

Revenue Streams
Real Madrid’s financial suc-

cess is built on multiple revenue 
streams:

- Broadcasting Rights: One of 
the largest sources of income, 
with lucrative TV deals for La 
Liga, UEFA Champions League, 
and international matches.

- Sponsorship & Partnerships: 
Deals with global brands such as 
Adidas, Emirates, and Audi bring 
in hundreds of millions annually.

- Matchday Revenue: Santiago 
Bernabéu, one of the most iconic sta-
diums in the world, generates mas-
sive revenue through ticket sales, VIP 
experiences, and hospitality.

- Merchandising & Licensing: 
The club earns significant reve-
nue from shirt sales, merchan-
dise, and digital branding.

- Player Transfers: Real Madrid 
is known for strategic player in-
vestments, buying and selling top 
talents to generate profits.

Financial Overview
- Net Worth: Real Madrid is val-

ued at approximately $6 billion, 

making it one of the most valu-
able football clubs in the world.

- Expected Income: The club 
generates annual revenue ex-
ceeding $800 million, with pro-
jections to surpass $1 billion 
following the completion of the 
Santiago Bernabéu renovation 
project.

Real Madrid’s Other Sports 
Teams

Beyond football, Real Ma-
drid also manages other sports 
teams:

- Real Madrid Baloncesto 
(Basketball): One of the most 
successful basketball teams in 
Europe, winning multiple EuroLe-
ague and Liga ACB titles.

- Historical Teams: The club 
has previously managed teams 
in volleyball and rugby, although 
these divisions are no longer ac-
tive at the elite level.

Real Madrid aims to modern-
ize its revenue streams further 
with the completion of Santia-
go Bernabéu renovation project, 
transforming the stadium into a 
year-round entertainment hub. 
The club is also expanding its 
digital presence, focusing on en-
gaging with global fans through 
streaming services, social media, 
and NFTs.

Real Madrid’s success is not 
just about winning on the pitch 
but also about strategic man-
agement, financial planning, and 
global branding. As one of the 
few clubs still owned by its mem-
bers, it remains a unique case in 
the business of football, balanc-
ing tradition with modern finan-
cial success.

Behind the Team: Real Madrid – 
The Business of Football Royalty

By Ibrahim B. Muhammed
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Widely regarded as the Great-
est Of All Time (G.O.A.T.), 
Cristiano Ronaldo turned 40 

this month, marking not just anoth-
er year of dominance in football but 
also in the business world. With an 
estimated net worth surpassing $1 
Billion, Ronaldo has masterfully tran-
sitioned from athlete to investor, en-
suring his legacy extends far beyond 
the pitch.  

His name is synonymous with suc-
cess; five Ballon d’Ors, five Champions 
League titles, and countless records 
broken. But while his feet continue to 
dazzle on the field, his mind has been 
equally sharp in the boardroom, build-
ing a financial empire that secures his 
place among the wealthiest athletes 
of all time.  

The Foundation of His Wealth: Foot-
ball Wages and Endorsements

Ronaldo's football career earnings 
are unmatched. His current contract 
with Al-Nassr in Saudi Arabia report-
edly earns him $200 million per year, 
making him one of the highest-paid 
athletes on the planet. However, his 
financial prowess goes far beyond his 
playing wages.  

Endorsements have played a 
huge role in his wealth. His lifetime 
deal with Nike, worth over $1 billion, 
ensures that his brand continues to 
thrive even after retirement. Other 
partnerships with Herbalife, Clear, 
Binance, and Armani add millions 
to his income every year.  But what 
truly sets Ronaldo apart is how he 
has leveraged his global brand into a 
multi-industry empire.  

CR7: The Billion-Dollar Brand 
Unlike many athletes who rely 

solely on endorsements, Ronaldo has 
created his own brand CR7 which 
spans multiple industries:  

- CR7 Hotels (Pestana CR7): Part-
nering with Pestana Hotel Group, 
Ronaldo owns luxury hotels in Portu-
gal, Spain, and Morocco, catering to 
fans and high-end travellers.  

- CR7 Fragrances and Fashion: His 
CR7 brand includes clothing, under-
wear, and perfumes, turning his im-
age into a lucrative retail empire.  

- CR7 Fitness: Ronaldo has ex-
panded into fitness centres and 
gyms, encouraging millions to adopt 
his training philosophy.  

- CR7 Museum: A tribute to his 
career, his museum in Madeira is a 
tourist hotspot, further boosting his 
brand's commercial reach.  

Smart Investments in Tech and 
Sports

Ronaldo isn’t just a global brand; 
he’s also a savvy investor. Some of his 
most strategic investments include:  

- Tatel Restaurants: Ronaldo has 
invested in this high-end restaurant 
chain, with locations in Madrid, Ibiza, 
Beverly Hills, and Dubai.  

- ZujuGP: A blockchain-powered 
football social network, showing his in-
terest in digital and Web3 innovations.  

- Binance Partnership: Ronaldo 
launched his own NFT collection on 
Binance, capitalizing on the rise of 
digital assets and fan engagement in 
the crypto space.  

- Sporting Investments: Ronaldo 
has hinted at his desire to own a foot-
ball club post-retirement, ensuring 
he remains deeply connected to the 
sport beyond his playing years.  

Real Estate and Legacy Building
With properties in Madrid, Madeira, 

Turin, Lisbon, Saudi Arabia, and New 
York, Ronaldo has built a real estate 
empire worth over $100 million. His 
luxury mansions, including a $20 
million home in Portugal, reflect his 
lifestyle but also serve as strategic in-
vestments in prime global locations.  

Beyond wealth, Ronaldo’s invest-
ments align with his vision of creat-
ing a legacy that lasts for genera-
tions. His CR7 Foundation supports 
children’s education and health pro-
grams worldwide, further solidifying 
his impact off the pitch.  

The G.O.A.T. Blueprint: What Ath-
letes Can Learn from Ronaldo

Ronaldo’s story is more than foot-
ball, it’s a lesson in brand-building, 
smart investments, and financial in-
dependence. His ability to extend his 
career earnings beyond the game is a 
masterclass for the next generation of 
athletes looking to secure their futures.  

As Ronaldo celebrates his 40th 
birthday, his legacy is clear: he isn’t 
just the greatest footballer of all time, 
he’s also one of the smartest ath-
lete-entrepreneurs the world has ever 
seen.

The G.O.A.T. doesn’t just win on the 
pitch, he wins in business too.  

Cristiano Ronaldo: The G.O.A.T. Who 
Conquered Football and Business 

By Ibrahim B. Muhammed
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